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LETTER OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL. 


ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, November 26, 1536. 

Sin: The importance of the subject, I trust, will 
justify me in respectfully requesting your attention 
to the correspondence of your Eereoreen Mr. Cass, 
with Mr, Preston and Mr. Goldsborough, of the Se- 
nate, and members of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, relative to the proposed augmentation of the 
general stati, when the new bill for increasing the ar- 
my was under revision in June last. ‘The corres- 
pondence referred to, and the incipient measures ien 
taken by the Secretary of War, will be found on the 
records of the War Office. As the time and occasion 
for a recurrence to this subject appear to be proper, 
it may be also useful now briefly to advert to the for- 
mer organizations of the general staff of the ariny, since 
a retrospect to the well adjusted systems under obso- 
lete laws may serve to show the importance of the Ad- 
jutant General’s department of the staff at former peri- 
ods of the service, and now aid in forming a more 
just estimate of its usefulness and relative value. 

After various modifications of the general staff, 
pending the declaration of, and during the late war 
with, Great Britain, the act of March 3d, 1813, pro- 
vided for one adjutant and inspector general of the 
army, with the rank of brigadier general, and eight 
adjutants general of division, each with the rank of 
colonel of cavalry. The duties of a division adju- 
tant general were limited to the particular division 
in which he served, while those of the adjutant 
and inspector general extended to the entire army ; 
being then, as the adjutant general now is, stationed 
in the War Office, and then an indispensable fune- 
tionary of that department of the executive govern- 
ment. The Inspector’s Departinent consisted of 
eight inspectors general, each with the rank of colo- 
on of infantry, and sixteen assistants, with the rank 
of major. [See organization No. 1, of the table.] 

At the close of the war, in 1815, nearly the entire 
staff of the army was abolished. But such were the 
requirements of the public service, that President 
Madison provisionally retained such branches of the 
staff as were deemed to be indispensably necessary 
for the service. Of this provisional staff so retained, 
were the adjutant and inspector general of the army, 
and two adjutants general of division, each of whoin 
was assigned to one moiety of the army, for duty, 
with the troops under the orders of the respective 
commanding generals ; while the principal staff offi- 
cer, with the rank of brigadier, continued to dis- 
charge his important functions in the War Office.— 
The act of April 24, 1816, confirmed the provisional 
arrangement of the President, and the staff, retained 
in virtue of his authority, was now incorporated in 
the permanent peace establishment. [See organiza- 
tion No. 2, of the table.] This organization of the 
staff, under the confirmatory act of 1816, was still 
less perfect than it should have been; and among 
other improvements, as seen by the act of April 14, 
1818, it was further completed by the addition of an- 
other important officer, that of quartermaster gene- 
ral of the army with the rank of brigadier; and, like 
the adjutant and inspector general of the army, he 
was also assigned to duty in the War Office. [See 
organization No 3, of the table.] : 

This efficient and harmonious system, whieh the 
experience of the war with Great Britain, and six 
years’ subsequent peace, had tested and matured, 
@ontinued in successful operation until the reduction 


of the army in 1821, when the whole structure was 
greatly disturbed and impaired. The department of 
orders, and of military correspondence, of inspection, 
instruction, &c., was reduced, dismembered, and 
nearly broken up. The incumbents were disbanded ; 
namely, the adjutant and inspector general of the ar- 
iny, the two adjutants general of division and their 
lour assistants ; and in leu of these, one adjutant ge- 
neral was retained, on whoim devolved ail the duties 
of the central oilice of orders and military correspon. 
dence in the War Department, with the reduced rank 
of colonel; being the precise grade of the staif officer, 
which had been deemed formerly to be no more than 
requisite tor a single division of the army.* ‘The on- 
ly stair officer of the Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Depariment retained for habitual dutics with the 
troops in the field, or in garrison, were the division 
inspectors general, whose services generally alternate 
between the eastern and western departments, a geo- 
graphical arrangement “analogous to the previous 
north and sonth divisions of the ar.wy. The four as- 
sistant inspectors were also disbanded under the act. 

It cannot be doubted that the public service has 
sufiered, and continues to suifer, for want of an ade- 
quate staif for service in the field, and habitual duty 
with the troops. This has been demonstrated in our 
recent military operations; and the lamentable defi- 
ciency, both in number and of the proper description, 
of stati officers at every point where troops, whether 
regular or militia, have been concentrated, or put in 
notion, is teo palpable, and ought not to be doubted 
by any, whose duty it may be to know the wants and 
understand the true condition of the army. The mi- 
litary operations under Generals Gaines, Scott, Jesup, 
Clinch, Eustis, &e. and various official reports, show 
the destitute state of the service as to ihe inadequacy 
of the Adjutant General's, Inspector’s and Quarter- 
master’s Departments of the stail in the field Like 
the diseases of the human body, which baffle the 
skill of the ablest physician when concealed by the 
timid patient, so, if the wants of the army be kept 
out of view, or remedial measures be unessayed, 
then the evils so long felt, and now much complained 
of by officers of experience and known devotion to 
the public weal, can never be cured. In order, 
therefore, to illustrate this subject, and with the view 
to spread some facts before you, I beg leave to make 
the following extracts from iny communication to the 
Secretary of War, dated the 26th of June, 1836: 

** While at St. Augustine, in command of the army 
in Florida, Major General Scott was without a sin- 
gle officer for duty in his personal staff; no one to 
act as adjutant general, or even perform the duties of 
aid-de-camp. And more recently, on changing the 
scene of his operations to the Creek nation, that 
general has been compelled, fro. the necessity of the 
case, to seize upon that excellent officer, paymaster 
Edmund Kirby, (who is always ready, and ever 
amongst the first for active service wiih the troops,) 
and assign him to the performance of duty in almost 
every branch of the staff. He is, at the same time, 
his adjutant general, inspector general, his aid-de- 
camp, and has performed duty as quatermaster 
and commissary ; os mustered in and out of service, 
and paid the militia; all this when the execution of 
his appropriate duties assigned him by the paymas- 
ter general, required his presence elsewhere,” f 








* For superadded duties, sce Adjutant Goncral’s res 
port made to the Seeretary of War, dated April, 1536. 


+ About this time, (the month of June,) the aggregate 
force under the orders of General Scott, in Georgia and 





Alabama, exceeded 10,000. 
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«In another point of the frontier, (the southwest,) | Even ina state of peace and perfect tranquillity at eve- 
Maj. Gen Gaines, in his coiamunication to the Seere- | ry point of our widely-extended western ironuer, yet, 
tary of War, dated Camp Sabine, 20th of April, | ever liable as these are to be disturbed, the public in- 
writes—‘At this inoment, [ know not an officer on) ierest now, and at all times, requires the habitual ser- 
soldier suiliciently acquainted with the tor ography | vices of not less than five or six of the @lass ol staif 
of this Whole line ‘of iroutier to be able to couduct a} officers herein proposed to be provided for. Ot this 
single day’s movement upon it, without the risk ol | ciass, two shouid always be on duly with the com- 
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suiiering severely frou an enemy betier aequainied 
with the country.’ ‘Lie saine disiinguisied general, 
in another communication to the Sceretary of War, 
dated the 10th of May, siaies—* [ avail myselfolthe 
occasion, to request tuat Jegal provision may be re- 
commended by the Presideut, whieh will enable me 
to have an assistant adjulunt general, and an assistant 
inspecior general, pe: manenlly allached lo my slaff, by 
which means I should have, in the appropriate way, 
the services of my aid-de-camp, and be thereby re- 
lieved of mach of the sedentary labor of copying, and 
of many other duties, such as usuaily, in all respec- 
table armies, devolve upon aids-de-camp, but wiich 
have long occupied much of my time.’ ” 

In his communication to the Adjutant General, of 
the 17th of October, 1835, being then in command of 
all the troops serving in Fiorida, Brevet Brigadier 
General Clinch states, that—* It is now nearly tweive 
inonths since 1 was placed in command of the troops 
in Florida, during whieh time [ have bad no stail, 
not evefi a private, with me, whose services I could 
claim except as a inatter cf courtesy. A colonel coin- 
manding a regiment has his regimental stair to aid hiw 
in the discharge of his duties; I, however, wihiist as- 
signed by the general-in-ciiiei to an arduous and im- 
portant command, have not even a confidential pri- 
vate to copy my letiers and orders.” 

And, in his letter of the 1ih of May, from St 
Augustine, Brevet Brigadier General Eustis writes, 


that—* Major General Scott, being stiil indisposed, | 


and having no sta officer with bim, has directed me 
to address this to you.” 
Service is seen at other points, and the cons -queices 
are now injuriously felt by Brevet Brigadier General 
Arbuckle, on whoin has devolved the highly respon- 
sible command of the southwestern ary. aud the 
general direction of ailairs on the frontiers of Louisi- 
ana and Arkansas And that officer has neither as- 
sistant adjutant general nor inspecior. Even an aid 
de-camp, itis said, is not allowed by law 

To the testiinony of the experienced officers above 
mentioned, I must now add that of my own, relative 
to the central oflice of the Adjniant General of the 
army, pertaining to the War Office, and as established 
at the seatof Governinent. And I deem it nsesul io 


remark, that for want of the proper denomination of 


officers of the Adjutant and Inspector General’s De- 


partment in the field—oflicers who, from habit and | 


experience, are conversant and familiar with the 
practical duties of this branch of service—no monthly 
return ef the forces serving in the Creek nation, or 
in Florida, has been received from any commanding 
er of either army; and the War Ofiice is now 

estitute of these important returns, which are not on- 
ly now necessary for present use, but are also re- 
quired for the archives of the departinent. 

To supply these obvious wants of the service in 
the department of orders and military correspondence; 
to insure better accountability with reference to the 
personnel of the army, and of the militia when in the 
service of the United States; the rendition of exact 
returns and reporis enjoined by the Articles of War 
and General Regulations, and of musters and in- 
spections of the troops, militia as well as regulars, I 
respectfully submit for your consideration the expe- 
diency of requesting legal provision for the appoint- 
ment of eight assistant adjutants general, four of 
whom to be of the brevet rank of major, and four of 
the brevet rank of captain of cavalry, each with the 
pay and emoluments of their respective cavalry 
grates ; provided, that they shall also perform the du- 

es of assistant inspectors general, when,the exigen- 
eies of the service may require. 


The like destitution of the} 


jmanding general of the western departinent; one, 


but preterably two, should serve under the orders of 
ihe veneral commanding the easier department; and 
ihe presence of one, 11 not two, with the officer, of 
whatever rank he may be, charged with the imme- 
diate command and conduct of aiairs on the south- 
western Irontiess, is indispensably necessary. ‘To in- 
sure exact uniforndly and veguluriy of official action in 
the central ofhee ot orders, military correspondence, 
‘and of the initiatory duties relative to ** military com- 
‘missions’ in the War Department, it is also necessary 
that one assistant adjutant general, but preferably 
two, should be assigned to duty there, in lieu of the 
two officers, which the necessities ol the case, now 
and for several years past, require to be taken from 
their regimenis tor duly as acting assistants to the 
Adjutant General of the ariny. ; 

As the number of officers of the line is fully ade- 
quate, in iny humble opinion, to furnish the officers 
necessary to fill appointunents in the staif which may 
be clothed with raxk in the army, | respectfully re- 
commend that the provisions of the 4th section of the 
“Act for the better organization of the general stalf 
of the army,” approved March 3d, 1818, be made ap- 
'plicabie by law to the assistant adjulants general, 
should authority for their appointment be granted by 

Congress.* A recurrence to this salutary practice, 
| adopted in time of war, and conunued until very re- 
‘cently, will not only best subserve the public inter- 
in every military point of view whatever, but, 





est 1 
|widening the field by guarantying promotion in the 
line, would thereby enable the E:xeeulive to make 
‘the best selections for all subordinate staif appoint- 
‘ments. For, it should not be doubted, if subordimate 
appointsnents in the staif be only granted at the price 
‘of the regimental commission, the most compelent, ac- 
live, and aspiving young officer, Who regards the ar- 
iny as his profession, and who looks forward to the 
claners of better advaneementand higher rank in the 
Inne thea can be opened to him by any stefi organiza. 
tion, would reject, unhesitatingly, the boon at such 
a sacrifice. Tuiis is no fiction, ior the records show 
that the ease has oecnrred. Again, if economy is to 
be at all regarded, (and it may, perhaps, be the least 
considered in any question of the public good,) the 
additional annual expense of the assistant adjutants 
general, if taken from the line, would only be $7,524, 
being the dillerenee of pay between the grades of the 
line and the staff officers herein proposed to be taken 
‘equally from the captains and subalterns. If these 
jeight staff appointments be not based upon commis- 
‘sions in the line, then the requisite annual appropria- 
‘tion would be $15.100. 

In aflirming that the number of officers of the line 
is adequate to the supply of staif apporntments which 
raay confer rank in the army, the opinion should be 
‘qualified with the proviso, that the employment 
of the officers of the line away from their regi- 
ments and companies should be restricted to the miii- 
| tary staff of the army proper; and that the practice of 

assigning them to any deseription of business not con- 
genial to the spirit and character of military duty 
proper, be discontinued. I may here appropriately 
remark, that, to the long separaiion ¢ of so many offi- 
cers from the troops, and their subsequent estrange- 





* Vide Table A—and ‘‘ Remarks.”’ 


+ There are instances of officers being aopeentes from 
their companies for ten, twelve, and even fifteen years. 
And there are also instances of officers holding commis- 
sions in the army for several years, who resigned with- 





out ever having joined, or-performed any military duty 
with the army. 
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ment from ail military duty by reason of their more 
civil vocations, which gradually, but surely, allure 
them into other pursuits in the reasonable hope of 
better fortune than can await them in the army, 
shonld they return to it, may, probably, be ascribed 
one of the causes of many of the resignations ten- 
dered during the present year. Of the number of 
officers absent in the interior, whose civil pursuits 
may have been interrupted, had they joined their re- 
giments on the frontiers when required to do so by 
recent orders, many resignations were tendered al- 
most immediately on receiving the order, and others 
were forwarded almost immediately after complying 
with its first mandate. 

The right of an officer to quit the army under ordi- 
nary circumstances, with a view to the improvement 
of his fortune and prospects in life, may not be doubt- 
ed. But the policy of our system (now beginning to 
be_corrected by “* General O1der” 69, of October 15,) 
which separates him for years from the line of his pro- 
fession, and employs him on business which teaches 
him so to rate the value of his commission, as o/ten 
to throw it up when remanded to his regiment under 
any requirement of the public service, must be ad- 
mitted to be greally at variance with the true inter- 
est and primary object tor which it is presumed that 
the army was created and destined tosubserve. And, 
if this system of indiscriminate and onerous detail of 
so many officers for business which estranges them 
from the line of their professional duties be continued, 
the army certainly must become less and less efficient 
for active field service at any crisis which may arise. 
In respectfully adding incidentaily these remarks, I 
speak as one who looks only to the efficiency of the 
army, with a view to the fulfilment in the best man- 


ner of all the high duties which it may be supposed | 


to owe to the republic—as an institution, for whose 
mnilitary service it was created, and by which its mem- 


defence. 


I respectfully submit herewith table A, which may | 


be useful for general reference, as it comprises a rela- 
b 


tive view of the three branches of the general staif, | 
at the several periods of our military history therein | 


specified ; to wit, Ist, during the late war. or accord- 
ing to the act of March 3d, 1813; 2d, after the first 
years of peace, as provided by the act of April 24th, 
1816; 3d, as altered and increased by the act of April 
24th, 1818; 4th, as reduced and dismembered by tie 
act of March 2d, 1821; and 5th, as provided for by 
existing laws. 

My remarks relative to the proposed increased staff, 
it will be seen, are, for proper reasons, restricted to 
the Adjutant Generai’s Department, as the wants in 
other branches have doubtless been communicated by 
the respective chiefs, who best understand the de- 
scription and measures of all necessary auginenta- 
tion. 

I am, sir, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, 
Adjutant General of the Army. 
Tle Hon. B F. Butrer, 
Secretary of War. 


[For Table see next column. ] 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE GoveRNor.—William 
Doherty to be Adjutant General of the Militia of 
Ohio. 


William J. M’Kinney of Montgomery county, and | sistant Inspectors General having the 


Charles Whittlesey of Geauga county, to be Aids-de- 

camp to the Governor and Commander-in-chief. 
Rufus Hodges, of Hamilton county, to be Pay- 

master General of the Militia of the State.— Cincin- 


i Whig, Jan. 27. 
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Remarks.—1. All the officers of the Adjutant and In. 
spectors General Department during the war and afte- 
the peace, inclusive of March 2, 1521, when the peacr 
establishment was reduced, held rank in the army (exe 
cept the Adjutant and Inspector General of the army) 
in virtue of commission by brevet. 2. According to the 
provisions of the act of March 3, 1813, the Quartermas- 
ter General attached to the principal army, held the 
brevet rank, &c. of Brigadier General. 3. Of the six- 
teen Colonels of the staff, of whom eight were Adjutants 
General, and eight Inspectors General of Division, all 
except three were taken from, and held rank in, the line 
of the army, contemporaneously with their commissions 
and brevet rank in the staff, according to the provision 

f the 4th section of the ‘‘Act for the better organization 
of the general staff of the army,’’ approved March 3, 
1813. And the thirty-two Assistant Adjutants and As- 
revet rank of 
Major, were required by the act to retain their regi- 
mental commissions, 


R. JONES, Adj. General. 
November 26, 1836. 
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ordinary tides of 20 feet, and with the best accoin- 
modations alter they reach the Island which | have 
seen on the coast for ships and for the transit of their 
cargoes. 

1 consider both Bars perfectly safe, well and beau- 
titully marked by Light House, by Beacons, and will 
give, (readily,) adiuission to any corvette In the 
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MISCELLANY, . 


From the Darien Telegraph, 31st Jan. 
DOBOY BAR. 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN CAPTAIN.RAMSAY, U. 
. N., AND DR. JAMES TROUP, MAYOR OF : 
he i hibits ’ American Navy. . 

' “ie Pa . l have noted the tides to neap 6 feet to spring 10— 
We would draw public attention to the following | Capt. Madison’s observations upon Sapelo, place the 
torrespondence. The standing of Capt. Ramsay 1M neap tides at Tand ahalf ‘The spring at 9 anda 
the Navy, entitles is report to the credence of all.| pais, so that the range to Sapele, on comimon tides is 
He has stated facts Uiat cannot be disputed. 27 and a half feet. With the existence of a tolerable 
: Danien, Nov. 3, 1836. police on Doboy, and which would exclude the adinis- 
an nao er sents eee wy nent sper as pesay’s Bier ig sutaioer at 

at the Court House, a lew Gays back, 1 Was requested | would be no point so favorable to 
to solicit you to survey the Bars of Sapelo aud Doboy, shipment. Masters of vessels would have always 
if you find it convenient to do so, : the certainty of keeping their crews, and from the 
_Atthe same time, 1 tender you, on behalf of the | temptations of town; aud Darien of creating for her- 
citizens, every oe in os pewee to atiord | sell independently a trade, and begga — “ to. 
in the present stale of your vessel. he steamer Oc- | her by the direction of her staples elsewhere than 
mulgee is at the disposal of the Comunittee, to tow | abroad. The impression against the Bar of Doboy 
you to Doboy. I have the honor to be, very res-/ should be disabused, and there is no question if the 
pectfully, your obedient servant, citizens of Darien would encounter the trouble to. 
JAMES TROUP, have a proper understanding in England, of the capa- 
; Mayor of Darien. | city of their Bar, but that results the most favorable 
Capt. Ramsay, U. S. brig Porpoise, would be reached—such a direct trade, and the ap- 
St. Sinfon’s Sound. propriation to themselves of advantages now suacri- 
~~ ticed by the shipment of their cotton and Rice to. 
; ee es eeeeeee Jan. 1837 hoine markets. There is no merchant ship which 
Sir — comes ay re og now I hav e the )can be interrupted in her egress from Doboy The 
honor - craters 2 A _ fas pa Pa Py ar sts Ww vag barge ate Sa eee sea, — 
course of observa ' Doboy aid Sapelo Bars, | before sunset bad reachec ve offing. lis vessek 
so far as to the former has been executed, and Lmust! crossed the Bar with the Porpoise ; her cargo was of 
beg to express to you the regret which | feel, that I) Salt, she was deeply laden, and her commander in- 
cannot render upon a subject of snueh importance, | formed ine that she drew 17 feet, and to adopt his 
such a report as jacts and circumstances to be cited,| own words * be never had amore comiortable time.” 
— cory hagraee ear - ee only to) Brighton is “ apy Loy atic commanded. 

le capacily, onv ° your bars, and per-| by an experienced and old sbip inaster. . 

haps the most safisiactory recourse wiil be found in I have delayed until now, Sir, an expression of my 
direct reference to the bearing under which the! opinion ef Doboy, in the hope that I should accom- 
soundings were made, that should there be hereafter | piish the interesting object of an examination of Sa- 
either the curiosity, or an interest to know that the! pelo, and in the last hour, and when the possibility 
Bar had been accurately observed upon, you have jis precluded, I am left to lay before you, and very cur- 
before you the points upon which the determination | sorily the result of my efiort to define, I hope accu- 











was reached. 





Upon the Bar, and in running out and in, the ob 


servations have all, calculations upon tide considered, | 
corresponded ; hence any one day’s resuli will suf- | coast. 


fice for the whole. 


several preceding days strong from the westward. 


On the Bar, the Beacons bearing W..4 N. Sapelo 


rately, as far as | have gone. 

Oi Sapelo much may be said. Its advantages are 
well known to such as are familiar with the southern 
It was surveyed many years since by Lieut. 


The occasion to which I shall! Commandant Madison, who represents 20 feet on the 
refer, was a period of sinali water, the wind for the 


Bar atlow water. In addition to the perfect confi- 
dence which I would place upon the werk of Lieu- 
tenant Madison, with whom I was associated during 


Light House W. N. W.—Little St. Simon’s extreme | the war, [ have been further enlightened by the in 
ott } W.—Eastermost point of Biackbeard, N. 4 E. telligence of Mr Spalding, of Sapelo, whose account 


there were 20 feet—Ranging to the Southward upon 
aS. W. by S. course and beyond where the Pilots 
cross, the soundings improved unto 21 feet. The tide 
fell, but less than I had before seen it, 
Buoy W. by N. 2 miles. The Beacons West Light 
House on Sapelo, N. W. by W. S. W.—I brought in 
21 feet. The Beacons exhibiting under the bear- 
ings and soundings quoted, the appearance of a 
schooner_under weigh. Ships may haul in West with 
this water, and increase their soundings, as immedi- 
ately they will do, to4 fathoms with good anchorage. 

Approaching the Bar diagonally, and within two 
miles, is Wolf Island Spit, the only difficulty with 
which to contend upon an entrance to Doboy, and 
this not an affair when the Spit shall have been 
marked. Keep open asmall Hammock on the end 
of Sapelo, until you have cleared the Spit, then haul 
in for the light as near as you please. There is no 
tmpediment. Wolf Island Spit makes inconvenience 
only to persons who have not been on the Bar, on 
which, as on the chimneys and the flats upon Doboy, 
there should be Buoys. With such indications, safe 
eonduct will be afforded the most inexperienced, 
without a pilot into the inner Roads, with water on 


of this Bar, as of the conveniences within, places up- 
on me the conviction of its peculiar importance. Sa- 
pelo Inlet has additionally the advantages of connec- 


The mner| tion throngh Southerland’s Bluff with the main with 


water for any purpose. Than Mr Spalding no man 
has boated nore, pone who has a further knowledge 
of the coast, none upon whose impressions I could 
better rely. They aisord me of these waters~an ac- 
count of high interest. 

In the frequent intereourse, which I have enjoyed. 
with Mr. Spalding, I have heard him repeatedly re- 
fer to a certificate of Capt. Roberts, one of the oldest 
masters in the British Navy, and who knew Sapelo 
well. Captain Roberts says, he could bring over Sa- 
pelo Bar any ship, ** the San Joseph excepted,” in his 
Majesty’s Navy. The San Joseph he could brig in 
by tipping her. : 

In all the attempts whieh I have made to get to 
Sapelo, and I am sorry that I should have failed, I 
have been frustrated either by the weather or the dif. 
on, in the means to reach the Bar. My crew is 
very limited, and the boats of the Porpoise, from their 
exposure, not in a condition to attempt, the operation; 
and I am obliged, as the Porpoise is in readiness for sea, 
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and the government desirous for her return, to leave 
the coast ; and in doing which, I must beg you, Sir, in 
your own person, to accept froin ine all things, and 
to express to the citizens of Darien, the grateful sense 
which I shall carry with me, as well for their hospi- 
tality as for the manifestation which they have made, 
to facilitate the repairs of my command, 

I pray you to believe, Sir, the high consideration 
with which I have the honor to be, 

; Your obedient servant, . 
WILLIAM RAMSAY. 

Dr. James Trovr, Mayor of Darien. 





From the New York Express. 
MuscatT—iTs FLEET, AND TRADE.—If any of our 


British, who enjoy great advantage frow their Indian 
possessions. ‘The exports are gam copal, aloes, gum 
) arabic, ivory, tortoise shell, hides, beesewax, cocoa, 
rice, ghee, dates, raisins, and a great variety of drugs. 





REVOLUTIONARY REMINISCENCES, 


Among the petitions presented in the House of 
Representatives of the United States on Monday, 
Jan. 30, and referred, was the following, by Mr. 
REED: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United Slaies: 

The petition of Mary Hiilman, of Tisbury, in the 

‘State of Massachusetts, begs leave to represent to 





readers were told that the Sultan of Muscat had a/ your honorable body, that about the year 1776, the 
navy about as large as ours they might be very incre- | British ship of war called (she believes) the Unicorn, 
dulous, till they looked at facts. But, nevertheless, | arrived at Holines’s Hele, and afier landing upon the 


the Sultan has a powerful navy. We gather froma 
“Digest of exisitnag Commercial Regulations of 
Foreign Countries, with which the United States 
have intercourse,’—a most valuable work by the 
way, printed by order of Congress,—the following 


island of Martha’s Vineyard a party of armed men, 


that kept in cheek a few armed citizens assembled 
nie the command of one Captain Nathan Smith, 
‘and then pressing a number of pilots belonging to 
the island to go on board said ship to serve against 


statement of the naval force of the Sultan of Muscat. | their countiy; said ship was in want of a spar for 


NAMES. RATES. WHERE BUILT: STATION. 


Liverpool 74 Bombay Zanzibar 
Shah Allum 56 do do 
Caroline 40 Rangoon Muscat 
Prince of Wales 36 Dreman do - 
Henningshaw 36 Cochin Calcutta 
Piedmontese 32 Muscat Muscat 
Mossapa 24 Cochin do 
Rahmani 22 Bombay do 
Falke 18 Demaun Bombay 
Soliman Shah 13° Museat Muscat 

— Curlew brig 12. Bombay do 
Psyche do 12 Cechin do 
Sage yacht 6 Malabar Coast Zanzibar 
Vestal * 6 Muscat Muscat 
Elphinstone 6 Bombay Bombay 


Also 50 baghelas caraying from 8 to 18 guns; and 
10 balits, carrying from 4to6 guns. The baghelais 


her use, and the only stick of timber that could be 


procured was a liberty pole, (so called,) ‘before that 


time erected by the citizens, being a symbol of liberty 
used in those revolutionary times, around which the 
citizens before that time had assembled, and, after 
vowing to defend the standard of liberty, had poured 
overboard the tea on which a tax had been unjustly 
laid by the iainions ef George ILI. ‘The commander 
of the Unicorn offered asum of money for their liberty 
pole, and at a hasty meeting of some of the citizens 
they had sold this Uberty pole to the captain of the 
Unicorn, which was to be delivered the next morning, 
On the following night, your petitioner, then about fif- 
teen years of age, with twe other girls by the names of 
Parnel Man'‘er and Horialy Allen, (now both dead,) 





destroyed said liberty pole, by boring holes in the 


same and filling them with powder; and your petitioner 


set fire to the same, and totally split the-pole to 


aone-masted vessel of from 200 to 300 tons. The! Pieces on the spot, and thereby prevented the benefit 
balit is also a one-masted vessel, {rom 100 to 200 tons. | that would have accrued from this sale of the liberty 


Part of these vessels are used to convoy vessels to the | 


Persian Gulph, and sone are in Africa, &e. 

Thus it is seen that the Sultan of Muscatis a pow- 
erful Prince. He possesses a more efiicient naval 
force than all the native Princes combined from the | 
Cape of Good Hope to Japan. His possessions 4 
Africa stretch from Cape Delagado to Cape Guarda- 
fui; and from Cape Adeain Arabia to Ras el Haud; 
and from Ras el Hand they extended along the North 
coast of Arabia, or the coast of Aman, to the en- 
trance to the Persian Gulf, and he claims also the sea 
coaast and islands within the Persian Gulf, incind. 
ing the Bahrein islands, aud the Pearl Fishery 
contiguous lo them, with the Northern coast of the 
Gulf as low down as Scindy. 

The vessels of the Sultan trade not only with his 
own ports in Africa, and the valuable islands of Mon- 
peea, Zanzibar, Pemba, and Socotra, but also to Guz- 





pole to the enemy, which act your petitioner con- 
siders as equal to taking a standard of colors from an 
invading enemy. 

Wherefore, your petitioner, being poor, in her old 
age, humbly requests the Legislature of this great 
nation to bestow upon her such gratuity or reward 
as they, in their wisdom, shall deem good. And 


your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


: MARY HILLMAN, 
[This petition was accompanied by the attestation 
to its truth of a number of respectable citizens.] 
Mr. Warpvwe tt, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill forthe relief of Ben- 
jamin Gannett, widower of Deborah Gannett, a soldiet 
of the revolution: read twice and committed, 


[This is a most singular case, as the following 
statement of factsshows. It appears from the report 


zerat, Surat, Demann, Bombay, Bay of Bengal, Cey-| that the maiden name of the said Deborah Gannett 
lon, Sumatra, Java, the Manritius, the Comoro Islands, | was Deborah Sampson, of Sharon, Massachusetts. 
Madagascar, and the Portuguese Possessions, bring- | That she enlisted in the army of the revolution, under 
ing Indian, African, and European articles. About the assumed name of ‘ Robert Shurtleff,’ served 
two thousand vessels are thus engaged in this trade, | faithfully for nearly three years, until the close of the 
of which a very large proportion are small craft, to| war, when she was honorably discharged. She was 
be sure. The naval force of the Sultan gives him | at the capture of Cornwallis, was wounded at Tarry- 
entire control over all the ports in East Africa, the | town by a musket ball, which was never extracted, 
Red Sea, the coast of Abyssinia, and the Persian! the effects of which wound followed her through 
Gulf. This foree consists, it seems, of between 70! life. She received a pension from the Government 
and 89 sail of vessels, carrying from 74 guns to 4.| until the year 1827, when she died. The said Ben- 


The officers of this force practise lunar observations, 
and have excellent chronometers. 

Since our treaty with the Sultan in 1835, our ves- 
sels are begining to push an advantageous trade there, 
though they encounter formidable competitors in the 


jamin Gannett is represented to be a poor, but honest 
man; has expended a considerable sum of money 
from time to time on account of the disabilities of his 
wife, the effects of the hardships she endured, and the 
wound she received while in the service. The mare 
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riage took place in the year 1784, a year after the 
war.] 

The following paragraph will show that Mr. Gan- 
nett did not survive to reap any benefit from the 
favorable report of the coinmittee, and the probably 
favorable action of Congress upon it. 

DIED. 

At Sharon, Ct. Mr. BENJAMIN GANNETT, aged 80| 
years. Mr.G. married the celebrated Deosorah Samp. 
son, known as the American Heroine, who served as 
acontinental soldier in the Ainerican army during 
the three last years of the war of the Revolution. 








Correspondence of the Baltimore Chronicle. 
Freperick, Feb. 3, 1837. 


Our gallant visiters have just been complimented 
with another splendid Soiree. It was given by*Col. 





Or break the gates down in a trice— 
But Ma-ho-inet has none such.” 

Tt was thought, by those who are considered con- 
noisseurs in the business of beauty, fascination, &c., 
that the married ladies, on this occasion, bore away 
the palin from the sisters of celibacy. For my single 
self, I must say, that my powers of perception were 
so obtused by the general blaze of perfection, physi- 
cal and intellectual, that I am wholly incompetent to 
give an impartial opinion in the case. 

**When charms of mind - 

To elegance of outward form are joined— 

When youth makes such bright objects still 
more bright, 

And fortune sets them in the strongest light, 

> Tis all below of Heaven we may view. 

And all but adoration is your due.” 








From the Daily Buffalo Journal. 
MacGwnetic Potartry.—Numerous and diversified 





and Mrs. J. McP. at their elegant residence, and the 


oyousness of all 
haspitality of the 


received by the appropriate air of “Hail to the! 
Chief,”’—and in the course of an hour the suite of | 


resent testified to the taste and! theories upon the subject of the polarity of the mag- 
ost and hostess. At about half’! 
past eizht, Major General Gaines and his aids were | 


nelic needle have long prevailed; but it was not until 
1833, that the one which is just now attracting atten- 
tion was published to the world. I allude to Dr. 
Metealt’s theory, which supposes the magnetic pole 


rooins was occupied by the dancers. Where so inany | to be simply the point of greatest cold. But, though 
were distinguished by their beauty and accomplish-; his theory was but so recently made known, yet facts 
ments, it would be invidious to discriininate, but I that seem to have a bearing upon it, are of a mach 


cannot refrain from a rapid notice of those who very | 


conspicuously figured on the occasion. | 


older date. 
In the philosophical transactions of the Royal So- 


Major Gen. Macomb, in the full costume of Com- cicty of London, for the year 1738, there is a paper 


mander-in-chief of our gallant ariny. 

Gen. Gaines, in the attire of a Major General. 

Generals Brady and Atkinson, as Brigadier Gene- 
rals. 

Captains Hitchcock and McCall, in the new uni- 
forms of Captains. 

Captains Cooper, ( the Judge Advocate ) and Brad- 
ley, in citizen’s dress; Col. S., Major 5S. and Lieut. 
Lynch, in citizen’s dress. ss 

Lieut. Mitchell, in the uniform of his grade. 

Mr. W. P., as Hamlet, contemplating the skull of 
Yorick. 

Dr. O. B., as Midshipman Easy. 

Mr. 8., as Jerry, in ** Tom and Jerry.” 

Mr. B., as Count Survilliers. 

Mr T., asa Yorkshire gentleman. 

Mr. W. T., as John Jones, in ** Guy Goodluck.” 

Mrs. A., a splendid exhibition of tasteful costume. 
She elicited much admiration by her personal beauty 
and gracefulness of manners. 

Mrs. L., the proverbially beautiful matron and in- 
telligent friend. The eyes of the whole company 
were directed to her graceful waltz and vivacious 
deportinent. 

Irs. McP., our charming hostess, one of the love- 
liest women of the day. She added, if possible, to 
her circle of admirers by her affability and solicitude 
to render the occasion delightful to her guests. 

Miss B., of the south— 

« With her, the graces and the nine, 
And all that poets call divine, 

Can challenge no comparisons— 
But Venus, Hebe, and the rest, 
With more than mortal beauty blest, 

Would seem a set of Saracens.” 

Miss B., of Frederick— 

«« When Nature formed the nymph so sweet, 
The matchless maiden more complete, 

Than ever eye beheld— 

Dame Nature, like a vixen bold, 
Impelled by envy, broke the mould, 

To see herself excelled.” 

Mrs. M., of the West— 

«©O! I would turn, with all my heart, 
A mussulman, like Bonaparte, 

If Ma-ho-met had one such, 

Would scale his walls of Paradise, 


| 


froiu one Capt. Middleton, so singular in its charac- 


ites, and apparently so intimately connected with this 


theory, that I have taken the liberty to transcribe it 
\from that work, and send it for publication in the 
Journal. . 
From the Philosophical transactions of the Royal So- 
ciety of London, Anno 1733.—* An observation of 
ithe magnetic needle being so aifected by cold, that it 
| would not traverse—by Capt. Christopher Middle- 
|ton, F. R. 8S. 
| Inthe Philos. Trans., No. 418, Capt. M. mention- 
ea strange phenomenon, relating to the sea-com- 
pass, which he had frequently observed, when among 
the ice, in Hudson’s Bay; viz. that the magnetic vir- 
tue of the needle was so far lost, or destroyed, that it 
would not traverse, as usual, even when the ship was 
in a considerable motion; and in his voyage thither 
last year, he observed the compass would not move 
at all, any Jonger than the quarter-master kept touch- 
ing it. There was then much snow on the land, and 
many isles of ice around them, and the sea not very 
smooth: he ordered one of the compasses to be 
brought into the cabin, but did not find it any better, 
till it had stood near the fire about one-quarter of an 
hour, and then it began to traverse very well; he 
then ordered it to be placed in the binnaele, and 
another to be brought into the cabin, changing them 
alternately thus, every half hour, and found by this 
means he could make them traverse, as well as in any 
other part of the world. He was obliged to continue 
this practice, till near one hundred leagues from the 
coast, but afterwards, he had no occasion for that 
trouble. What should be the cause of this wonder- 
ful phenomenon he could not conjecture, being cer- 
tain the compasses, as to their mechanical construc- 
tion, were very perfect, and answered very well both 
before and after, during the whole voyage.” 





From the Buffalo Journal. 


A NEW INVENTION.—We were yesterday invited 
by Mr. Ropert McCartny, to witness the first ex- 
periment of propelling balls, without the agency of 
powder or steam, from a gun of an altogether novel 
description, lately invented by him. The extract 
which follows, from a communication on the subject, 
gives a correct statement of the immense power of- 





this machine. With this gun, and the shot of Mr. 























ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 
ee 


103 








Stevens—noticed a day or two since—the business of 
war would be inuch simplified and cheapened, if not 
entirely done away with—a matter of much moment 
to the philanthopist and the tax payer—and if con- 
fined to the use of this governinent, would render the 
United States invasion proof—for ali that would be 
neceasary for our d fence, would bea few steamboats, 
or floating steain batteries, in each of our harbours 
or off our coast, as the saine engine that propelled 
the vessel could at the same time be used to work the 
guns. We deein the invention of great importance 


For the Daily Buffalo Journal. 

Mr. Robert McCarihy, a citizen of this place, has 
invented a gun altogether on a new principle—ior 
which he has secured a patent from this Government 
—the operation of which, in the opinion of those 
who have seen it, far surpasses any machine ever in- 
vented for projecting balls. I was admitted to a pri- 
vate inspection of it, in company with several gen- 
tlemen. We saw the operation with balls weighing 
nearly a pound, and judged it would throw, with per- 
fect ease, from three to five hundred balls per minute, 
without the aid of powder or steam. It can be di- 











The calling of a seaman, as it atiords the greatest 
| Opportunities for the exercise of the noblest feelings 
| ol our nature, so does it demand the highest moral and 
Intellectual attributes. Simple as the mere pulling 
and hauling of ropes, the trimming of sails, and steer- 


ing by the compass, may appear, they form but the 
“A B C ofathorough seaiman’s education. They are 
ithe practical results of the exercise of mind, and 
| their promptness and efficiency depend in an eminent 
| degree on the courage, self-possession and inteilectual 
resources of those who are io direct thein. The se- 
curity of property to vast amounts, and the safety of 
;a great number of human lives, are every day en- 
| trusted to the commanders of vessels, who under ever 
changing circuinstances and the pressure of sudden 
| emergencies, are reqnired to act, without advisers, 
land upon the suggestions of their own experience or 
|scientific acquirement alone, where a single error 
j may involve all in one general overwhelming ruin, 
, Then, who, we would ask, stands more in need of the 
| lights of regular naval edneation and the support of 
junyielding firmness and perfect subordination, than 
|he whois accountable for the security of such charges 


rected to any object at pleasure, and can be graduat- | wader such circumstances. 


ed from an ounce to a twele or thirty-pound bail.— 
The whole is perfectly portable; with a portable bat- 
tery, which will protect those operating it, fro:n mus- 
ketry or grape shot. It appears to me there is no 
calculating the value of this invention ; and it is ho- 
ped the enterprising citizens of Buiialo will not let 
this valuable inventiou to the nation go to Europe be- 
fore it is patronized. 
A Frtrnp To IMPROVEMENTs. 





Weare sincerely pleased to observe the fact advert- 
ed to by a correspondent of the Philadelphia United 
States Gazette, that the Navy Department nas order- 
ed that sixty boys shall be shipped for the United 
States ship Independence of sixty-four guns, destined 
for the coast of Brazil. The introduction of such a 
custom entitles the Department to great credit, and 
promises to do wore for the respectability of the 
naval service of our country than any thing else conld 
have done. It will insure to the “bits of striped 
bunting,” native defenders, whose youthful associa- 
tions and feelings will be intertwined with every 
thread of which they are composed, unatiected by 
foreign vices or foreign allegiance. Let the lads 
whose earliest breath has been drawn upon American 
soil be bronght up to look to the stripes and stars as 
the emblem of their hopes, which is to wave over 
them triumphantly whilst they live and enshrond 
their bodies when they die, and our lives npon the 
cast, the day when our flag shall float over a traitor or 
a coward is far, very far, distant. 

The same correspondent refers also to the propriety 
of introducing more extensively apprenticeships in 
the commercial marine. The suggestion has been 
made by us be tore, and we would as again and again, 
why have such things fallen into disuse. Is not the 
‘proper way to secure the property of our merchants. 
to place it in the keeping of those who have been 
brought up from early youth under the protecting 
care and judicious management of our own trusty, 
experienced ship masters? To show the evil effects 
of the abandonment of the praiseworthy practice of 
putting respectable boys as apprentices on board of 
our merchant ships, let us look, and we behold them 
not unfrequently manned or rather peopled by vaga. 
bond foreigners, to whose agency, in nine cases out 
of ten, where piracy or mutiny occurs, the mischief 
is to be referred. The safety of captains is too im 
portant and their situation at sea too helpless when 
unaided by a sufficient number of good men and true, 
to be exposed to the often bloodthirsty passion of 
those who may have sought shelter from the punish- 
ment due to their crimes, on the remote shores of 
our continent. 


Pee = 
} ilves, anc 


A foolish, we had nearly said a wicked, impres-. 
sion prevails, that when a boy is fit for nothing else 
he should be sent to sea. We think that the sea is 
and ought to be a good schooi ior the young, but fora 
canse very diferent froi that usually assigned. Un- 
governable boys should be sent to sea because there 
they will learn what itis to obey, and in their turn 
to be obeyed. They will there see heedless passion 
restrained and kept in proper subjection, whilst 
there, they will find no field for the gratification of 
vicious propensities. They will behold exertion, un- 
tiring and unflinching, demanded at the peril of their 

, and will be taught that s!uggishness in doing 
their duty carries witi it the punishment of contempt 





j and ridienle, whilst raanliness and uprightness never 


fail to attain their rewards in honor and distinction.— 
Baltimore American. 
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From the New York American. 
THE VENUS OF CANOVA. 
BY LIEUT. G. W. PATTEN, U. 8S. ARMY. 


There is no cloud upon thy brow, 
Fair idol of a shrine above ; 
No gathering shadows round thee grow, 
Which veil the forms of earthly love. 
O’er all that kneel in Beauty’s bower, 
Thou reiznest still in queenly prime; 
Thy life a never-ending hour— 
Unscathed by care—unmoved by time. 


Yet none whose lingering glances steal 
Along those lines of moulding rare, 
But sighs tu sec, and grieves to feel 
The loneliness of beauty there. 
Around thy lips’ voluptuous swell, 
ho’ all divine the smiles which play, 
Yet where’s the wildering breath to tell 
Its grief for pangs it could not stay ? 


Soft pity looks with tearful eye, 
But pleads in vain to melt thine own 5 
The voice of blood hath pass’d thee by — 
What reck’st thou of its thunder tone? 
Tho’ withering grief should league with glee, 
Revenge forgot his purpose bold, 
And Hate turned back to gaze on thee, 
Thou heed’st it not—Creation cold! 


Why moulded thus, serene aud fair, 
Pale image of a sculptor’s dream? 
Let change awhile be written there, 
And lovelier far thy brow will seem. 
Some line effaced by sorrow’: tear ; 
Some feature touched by dull decay; 
And thou shalt be an emblem dear 
Of those we love—that pass away. 






































WASHINGTON CITY ; 
THURSDAY, ......... FEBRUARY 16, 1837. 





Courts MartiAu.—A criticism, or review, of the 
appendix to the trial of Captain Read, of the navy, 
will be found underour communication head. By the 
introductory note we are informed that this review is 
from the pen of the late Lieut. John T. Jenkins; but 
whether originally written for publication, or only for 
the satisfaction of his friends, we do not know. 

So far as the publication of this review may be cal- 
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as the creation of new offices may be, either on the 
score of expense, or the increase of executive patron- 
age, it must nevertheless be admitted by every officer 
that the establishment of such an office at Washington 
as that of Judge Advocate General for the Army and 
Navy, would be a measure ef economy and tend to the 
dispensation of justice, as well as inspire confidence 
in the proceedings of a court; it would also relieve 
the head of the department from the generally tedious 
perusal of the testimony. 

A Judge Advocate should be appointed for every 


culated to arraign before the world the conduct of| squadron abroad. The commander-in-chief is vested 


Captain Read, for which he has been once tried and | 


with power to convene Courts of Enquiry and Courts 


punished, it may be considered unnecessary and im-| Murtial, but for want of some “gentleman learned in 


proper ; having suffered for his offence, he should not 
be subjected to a second trial. But so far as the re- 


marks of the writer are designed to rescue from re- | 


proach the character of an officer who had many 
friends in the service, or to animadvert upon the 
proceedings of the court, themselves a fair and legi- 
timate subject of criticism, it is justifiable. 

But we have other and high motives for admitting 
this article into ourcolumns. They are, that the sub- 


ject of Courts Martial may be brought to the notice of! 
the public, and the necessity for some system in the | 
manner of conducting them be made so manifest that | 
public opinion will call for the introduction ofa clause | 


providing for that object, whenever (if ever) a bill for 
the organization of the navy shall be brought up for 
discussion in Congress. We have been astonished that 
a subject, involving serious consequences to every 
member of the profession, should not have long ago 
elicited {rom some of the corps a word of remark, or 
the suggestion of a code of laws for the government 
of Courts Martial. If we look at the precept tor con- 
vening the court, it prescribes no forin of proceeding, 


no rule of evidence. All is left to the discretion of 


the members. In some instances the judge advocate 
guides the court ; in others, the court directs the judge 
advocate. Reference is made to the treatises of Mc 
Arthur, Adie, Tytler, and Hough, and, as in the case 
of common law, we take ourrules from other nations. 

If any one would undertake the Herculean task of 
examining, comparing and analysing the proceedings 
of all the Courts Martial that have been held since the 
organization of the navy, he would find a most hete- 
rogeneous mass of incongruous materials. 

Where reputation, dearer to an officer than life 
itself, is concerned, too much circumspection cannot 
be used. For a venial offence, a person may be cast 
upon the world witha stigma upon his character that 
will adhere to him as long as he lives. It is to be 
apprehended that the multifarious and complicated 
duties of the Executive do not allow that patient ex- 
amination* of the proceedings of a court, before ap- 
proving or disapproving the sentence, which is essen- 
tial to an impartial award of justice. Unpopular 


ee 


*We have heard it remarked, that one secretary of 
the navy declared it was not his province, or duty, to 
decide upon the validity or sufficiency of the evidence ; 
that it was only necessary to satisfy himself that the pro- 
ecedings were regular aud legal, 














the law,” as the phrase is, an officer is usually selected 
as Judge Advocate, although he can be little else than 
a recorder of the proceedings. 

We find the subject grows upon our hands, but are 
warned by our limited space that we cannot expatiate 
farther at present. If some ofour correspondents, who 
have more leisure and ability to treat of it, should not 
take it up, we may hereafter resume it. 

A domestic treatise upon Courts Martial, which 
shall be a text book, is very much needed in both 
services. None such has ever been prepared fur the 
navy. The present commatider-in-chief of the army, 
many years ago, published a work of the kind, but it 
is now out of print. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON, 


Feb. 13—Capt. P. Morrison, 4th Infy. Gadsby’s. 

Capt. J. W. Ripley, Ordn. —_‘ Fuller’s. 
Lt. A.S. Macomb,2d Drags. Gen. Macomb’s. 

14—Lt. J. E. Johnston, 4th Arty. Mrs. Ulrick’s. 
Capt. W. G. Williams, T. E. Col. Abert’s. 
Major J.S. McIntosh, 7th Infy, Gadsby’s. 
Capt E. A. Hitchock, Ist Infy. do 
Major W. G. MeNeill, T. E, Fuller’s. 
Lieut. R. Anderson, 3d Arty. do 

15—Lieut. J. Pickell, 4th Arty. Gadsby’s. 
Lieut. M.S. Miller, 3d Arty. do 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 15, 1837. 

Army.—Lt. W. H. Betts, Major H. Bache, 2. Capt 
G.S Drane, Lt. J. Duncan, Lt. J. L. Mason, Lt. M. 8. 
Miller, Lt. G. Morris, Lt. J.G. Reed, Major Smith, 
Licut. Searight. 

. feat of the Army.—Gen. D. L. Clinch, Lt. R. S. 
month. 

Navy.—Lieut. Dornin, Lt. J. Glynn, 4. J. R. Golds- 
borough, 6. Mid. A. D. Harrell, J. T. McLaughlin, 
Wm. Ramsay, Eugene E. Rogers, Com, Charles Ridge- 
ly, Peyton Southall. 

Marine Corps.—Lt. H. B. Tyler. 











COMMUNICATION. 





Mr Epiror:—You are respectfully requested to 
insert the enclosed criticism upon the proceedings of 
a Naval Court Martial, prepared by the late Lieut. 
J. T. Jenkins, and oblige the many who cherish an 
affectionate recollection of the writer, and particalar- 


ly a friend’to JUSTICE, 





REVIEW 
OF THE APPENDIX TO CAPTAIN READ’S TRIAL, 
The Court Martial convened for the sole purpose 


of trying Captain Read, after having discharged that 
duty, concluded their labors by adding a postscript to’ 
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the record of that trial, condemning two other offi- | Post Captains be ‘favorable to the impartiality” of 
cers without trial. Lieutenants Jenkins and Hooe another court convened for their trial? When the Se- 
were witnesses against Captain Read, and the Court nate of the United States, by aresolution oftheir 
take the liberty to pronounce against them the fol- | body, decided that President Jackson had violated the 
fowing sentence of condemnation : constitution, their proceedings were, by himself and 

** The Court deem it due to the service to express the public voice, pronounced illegal; and among 
its opinion that the testimony of Lieutenants Hooe other reasons, because he was not heard in defence, 
and Jenkins was given under the influence of excite- and might therea{ter, on impeachment, be arraigned 
ment and irritation, unfavorable to iis impariiality.— {or the saine charge. 

And that, according to their own statement of what, These lieutenants were not heard in defence, and 
passed between themselves and their commander, may be hereafter arraigned upon the same charge. 

Captain Read, the conduct of Lieutenants Hooe and; How so flagrant a violation of duty in the court, 
Jenkins on board the frigate Constellation, was in-| could have escaped the observation of the President 
subordinate and reprehensible.” ‘is matter of surprise. In all probability his atten. 


It is very evident that the members of that Court | tion was confined to the trial of Captain Read, when 
were conscious that the light punishment awarded to the Court’s ought to have been. 


Captain Read would be condemned by public opin-| In the foregoing view of this matter, I have gs- 
ion. They therefore sought for an apology for thus sumed that the lieutenants may have * testified un- 
screening their brother Captain. That apology was. der excitement and irritation unfavorable to their im- 
that the testimony of these Lieutenants was not im- | partiality,” and that they may have been guilty of 
partial ; and at least one member of the Court had + insubordination ;” still, as the offence was fully 
the boldness to avow it, by proposi:g to add to the proved by other witnesses, and as they were not on 
foregoing sentence against Lieutenants Hooe and trial for - insubordination,” and may yet be arraigned 
Jenkins, that “the Court, in adjudging the accused for that charge, the condemnation by the court was 
(Read) to the mild punishment of one year’s suspen- wholly and entirely wrong. But so far, at least, as 
sion only, are mainly influenced by the passionate | Lieutenant Jenkins is concerned, I look in vain for 
testimony given by Lieutenants Hooe and Jenkins.” \the evidence in any manner even to excuse, much 
What must be the officer’s standard of justice, who | less to justify, the censure of the court upon him. 
proposed the apology for the mild sentence, or the; The following is the testimony of Lieutenant Jen- 
minority of the Court who voted with him ? \ kins: 


The charges and specifications upon which Cap- | ** Lieutenant John T. Jenkins, of the United States 
tain Read was condemned, were fully proved by other | Navy, being sworn by the President for the prosecu- 
witnesses than Lieutenants Hooe end Jenkins—wit- | tion, testified as follows, on the second charge and 
nesses Ree ee passed the review of the specifications: In regard to the first specification of 
Court wit rout the slig test censure. Thus, then, | the second charge, I was stationed at the main mast, 
while a b pers erage Upon Por that ni tein «nd my attention was directed to a conversation be- 
partial and satisfactory to them, one of its embers | tween Captain Read and Midshipman Wilson. I 
gravely —— - poe wag os {or eamege pone \saw Midshipman a Tg tee. two —_ and one 
wo other witnesses under ‘the influence of excite-|or two quartermasters laid hands on him. I saw 

ment and irritation,” testify to the same facts and| Midshipman Wilson afterwards going up the fore- 
iracter O} g after given to pipe down, and I went below. it- 

who can say, several unbiassed witnesses have proved ness knows nothing of the second specific ation and 
the offence, and I therefore find the accused guiity ;| cannot state the language that passed betwe-n Cap- 


but in consequence of two other witnesses, also prov- tain Read and Midshipman Wilson, as it was not 
ing the same offence, but giving testimony under) within his hearing. ? 


‘© excitement and irritation,’ I will not award the 
punishment which the offence merils, but will award 
amilder one. Your offence was proved by several 














‘ON THE THIRD SPrCIFICATION. 
“T was called to take charge of the deck at 8 o’clock, 











impartial and credible witnesses, and merits a sen- 
tence of imprisonment, and to that punishment I 
would consign you—but two other witnesses, under 
“excitement and irritation,” having also proved the 
offence, I sentence you to the milder punishment of 
a pecuniary fine! 

Your offence, Captain Read, is established by the 
united testimony of several credible and dispassionate 
witnesses, and for that offence you deserve to be dis- 
missed the service, and such would be our sentence, 
had not two other witnesses, ‘‘ under excitement and 
irritation,” also proved the offence. In consequence 
of their ‘passionate testimony,” we decide to let 
you off with “the mild punishment of a year’s sus- 
pension only!” 

Such nonsence, such mockery of justice, I venture 
to say, was never before exhibited in any court or tri- 
bunal organized for the trial of offences. 

The other portion of the sentence against Lieu- 
tenants Hooe and Jenkins is yet more reprehen- 
sible. These lieutenants, if they have been guilty 
of *‘insubordination” while under Captain Read’s 
command, are liable to be arraigned before a court 
martial and tried for it. What right or power then 
has this court, convened for the trial of Captain Read 
alone, to try and condemn these lieutenants, un- 
heard in their defence? Were charges now to be 
preferred by Captain Read, or the Navy Department, 
against them for ‘‘ insubordination,” would this ex- 
parte and secret trial and condemnation by eight 





I received the word; the orders were to keep Mid- 
shipman Wilson at the mast head, and to hail him 
every fifteen minutes, and learn if land was in sight. 
I sent for Midshipman Wilson, and told him I should 
report to Captain Read. I reported fo Captain Read, 
and this conversation teok place : «I ordered you to 
go to the mast head and look out for land.”” Mr. 
Wilson said, ‘* Yes, Sir.” Captain Read then said, 
‘** You refused to go?”” Mr. Wilson said, * Yes, Sir.” 
Captain Read then directed ine to send for the Ma- 
rine officer, Lieutenant Hall, and when he came on 
deck he ordered him to place Mr. Wilson between 
two guns under the sentry’s charge, in the after part 
of the ship, on the main deck; and I communicated 
this order to the officer who relieved me. 

“Question by the Judge Advocate.—What was the 
manner of Captain Read in addressing Mr. Wilson? 

«« Answer.—It was under the influence of passion. 

‘Question by the Court.—How long did you serve 
on board the Constellation? ; 

« Answer.—I was on board about eleven months, 
all the time under the command of Captain Read. 

**Question.— What was Captain Read’s general de- 
portment to the officers under his command? 

«*Answer.—Captain Read, ip the early period thatI 
| was attached to the vessel, was, as I thought, cor- 
| rect in his deportment; but in the latter part, over- 
bearing, unjust, and unofficer-like, so far as my judg- 
ment extended. 


‘No question was asked by the accused. 














s 


~ duct was as I stated yesterday. 


‘ 


106 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 


paraieaet 




















« Tuurspay, June 25th, 1835. 

“ The Court met according to adjournment; present 
as yesterday. The last day’s proceedings were read. 

* Lieutenant Jenkins was again called. 

“ Question by the Court.—You sail yesterday that 
your opinion of Captain Read’s general conduct was, 
thatit was unjust, overbearing, and unofficer-like, so 
far as your observation extended. Upon what facts 
have you formed this opinion? State the:n particu- 
larly. 

tAnewer-—The ease immediately before the Court 
is one instance, wherein I think Captrin Read’s con- 
I will cite the in- 
stance of Captain Read’s deportment to me on one 
particular cceasion: Captain Read thonght proper, 
when [ was officer of the deck of the Constellation, 
te shake his finger at me, in what I conceived to be a 
very insulting manner. 

«“ These are the only two particular instances within 
my own observation, but Captain Read’s general de- 
portent in receiving the reports of the officers was 
overbearing. I will name another instance: When 
in the Chesapeake Bay we lost an anchor, and in at- 
tempting to weigh.it with a buoy rope, his language 
to Lieutenant Rudd was, [ think, unofficer-like. He 
told Mr. Rudd that it was owing to his neglect and 
want of judgment that the loss of the anchor might be 
attributed; but in such a manner as to convey the 
idea I before mentioned of insult and indignity. It 
was more the manner, I might add, in this last in 
stance than the language. 

«“Question.—What lead to Captain Read’s shaking 
his finger at you? 

«Answer.—lI was officer of the deck, attending to 
the discharge of a lighter of water at Gibraltar, when 
in quarantine; Captain Read expressed his wish 
that the men should work smarter, and directed me 
to hasten them. I did so, but it did not please him. 
He ascended a horse block, and observed, ‘A shore 
boat is approaching the ship.? The boat had been 
reported to me, and I had directed one of the mid- 
shipmen to see what the boat required. Captain 
Read observed to me that ‘{ onght to look out for 
the boat.’ I told him I had directed an officer to 
Jook out for her, and [ was ready to ineet its demands. 
I also knew this boat to be one which had been com- 
missioned by the officers to purchase provisions for 
their mess. He said it was my duty toattend to that 
boat myself, and that I should go to the gangway for 
that purpose. I replied that [had directed one of the 
gentlemen to attend to it, and walked towards the 
gangway. He called me and observed that my man- 
ner did not please him, and that unless I was more at- 
tentive to my duty he would take the deck from me. 
I replied that ‘he could use his own pleasure.’ Ho» 
then observed that ‘when he spoke to me in that 
way it was for the purpose of instructing me in my 
profession.’ I told him I was ever grateful for such in- 
structions; that [ was a young lieutenant, and con- 
sequently but of limited experience. He then reite- 
ratel what he had previously said, and shaking his 
finger, said that unless I was more particular he would 
take the deck from me. [observed to Captain Read 
that his gesture was exceptionable. He asked me what 
Isaid. I repeated that his.gesture was exceptiona- 
ble, and that I could not permit any one to use it to 
me with impunity. He then suspended me. I sent 
for ny relief, Lieutenant Davis, and surrendered the 
deck to him. I might also mention Captain Read’s 
apology for this conversation. 

«I shall also state that Captain Read’s manner when 
he came on deck evidenced excitement, passion—for 
what cause I know not. I had relieved Mr. Newell 
that morning, and he told me the slate the Captain 
was in, and to be on my guard. 


1834, and I had performed duty asa lieutenant from 
the time I had joined her, which was about ten 
months previous.” 

First—There is nothing in the language as re- 
ported by the court which indicates that his testi- 
mony ** was given under the influence of excitement 
and irritation unfaverable to its impartiality.”  Se- 
' cond.—The facets to which he testified were not only 
corroborated by every other witness but were not 
controverted by Captain Read. Tiard.—His opinion 
that Captain Read’s general deportment to the offi- 
cers under his command was “ overbearing, nnjust, 
and unofficer-like,”? was not volunteered, but given in 
answer to a direct question by the court, requiring 
hisopinion. Fourth.—That opinion or judgment of 
Captain Read’s general deportment does not purport 
to be formed exclusively upon the witness’s own ob- 
servation of improper deportment, but embraces also 
all that had taken place and become subject of gene- 
ral conversation on board the ship. In the language 
of the witness, his general deportment * was over- 
| bearing, unjust, and unofficer-like, so far as my judg- 
mentextended.” Fifih—He was afterwards required 
by the court to name the instances of improper con- 
duct in Captain Read, which came under his own 
observation. These instances, therefore, were not 
volunteered, but given on compulsion. 

The judgment formed of another’s bad character or 
deportiment, is not the result of particular examples 
i treasured in the mind, and ready to be detailed at the 
moment. It is rather the impresson, which oft re- 
peated and habitual bad deportment produces, when, 
irom the variety and frequency of it, the particulars 
‘have passed away. On this occasion, however, 
| Lieutenant Jenkins was able to call to mind and enn- 
j soetate instances suflicient to justify the judgment he 
;expressed, 
| If, as Lieutenant Jenkins stated, Captain Read’s 
‘*¢ general deportinent on receiving reports of the offi- 
cers was overbearing,” this, of itself, must have fur- 
‘nished numerous instances to justify the observation 
'that his conduct was * unoflicer-like.”” The instance 
for which Captain Read was then on trial would alone 
fully justify the opinion that he was *“ overbearing, 
junjust, and wnofficer-like.” 

Captain Read, in a * manner of insult-and indigni- 
ty, told Lieutenant Radd he lost the anchor by neglect 
-and want of judgment.” The charge of neglect and 
jwant of judgment toa lieutenant, with * @ manner of 
insult and indignity,” was ‘ unjust, overbearing, and 
unofficer-lke.” That the officer of the deck, when 
relieved by Lieutenant Jenkins, should tell him the 
state of excitement and passion Captain Read was in, 
and cautioned him * to be on his guard,’’ exhibits 
Capt. Read as * unjust, overbearing, and unofficer-like. 

That Captain Read, in giving his order to Lien- 
tenant Jenkins to receive the boat as stated, should 
cet in a passion beause Lieutenant Jenkins said “ he 
had told an officer to look out for her, and he was 
ready to receive her demands,” was certainly ‘ un- 
officer-like.”’ 

That he should in his passion scold like an old wo- 
man, and conclude by “ shaking his finger” in a very 
insuliing manner, at a lieutenant who was officer of 
the deck, was decidedly ‘ unojficer-like ” 

That Captain Read, after his passion had subsided, 
should make Lieutenant Jenkins an apology, and res- 
tore him to duty, was not unjust or unofficer-like, but 
was the most perfect confession that his previous con- 
duct had been * overbearing, unjust, and unofficer-like. 

With these instances, can a candid mind dissent 
rom the « judgment” of Lieutenant Jenkins in pro- 
nouncing Captain Read’s general deportment to be 
** overbearing, unjust, and unofficer-like.” 

It may be added that from the other officers of the 











“Question by the Court.—How long had you done ‘ship, numbering thirty—all summoned and present at 


duty as a lieutenant on board that ship, at the time 
of her arrival in the Chesapeake Bay ? 
«« Answer.—We arrived in the Bay in November, 


the trial—Captain Read for himself, or the court for 


-him, did not deem it prudent to attempt to establish 


a more favorable character. 
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Let us next examine the question of *‘ insubordina- 
tion; where do we find the evidence to justify the 
opinion of the Court, “that according to Lieutenant! partment, giving the number of reg stered American 
Jenkins’s own slatement of what passed between him- | seamen in each quarter of the year 1536; which was re- 
selfand his commander, Captain Read, the conduct ferred to the Committee on Cc minerce. 
of Lieutenant Jenkins on board the frigate Consiel- | The Cr air announced a communication from the War 
lation was **tnsubordinale and reprehensible.” Department, giving a list of the appropriations and ex- 

‘There is not the slightest evidence of + insubordi- | P&editares for the year 15365 and 
nation,” unless when Captain Read in passion, and On motion of Mr. Waicur, it was referred to the 
at ? basulti : ; ke | Ap eae hi ;, Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 3 

in a very trsuiling manner shook his linger at hiin, Mr. Linn presented a memorial fiom the Legislative 
Lieutenant Jenkins saying * his gesture was exceplion-| Asscmbly of the Wisconsin Territory, praying for the 
able, and he could not permit any one lo use it to him deposite of arms, ammunition, &c., for defenee of said 
with inpunily,” may be considered insubordination. | Territory, in ease of Indian tvasion: referred to the 
Such language from the commanding ollicer, address- | Committee on Military A fiairs. : 
ed to the officer of the deck in passion and in anin-| Mr. Waicur presented the memorial of the Chamber 








Tuespay, Jan. 31. 
The Cuatr communicated a report from the State De* 
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sulting manner is most certainly ‘ exceptionable.’ 
Captain Read, by making Lieutenant Jenkins an 
apology for it afterwards, thereby admitted that it 
was *-exceptionable.” 

I will not do the members of the court the injus- 
tice to believe they had privately received from Cap- 
tain Read a different version of the afiair, but. on the 
contrary, that they, as they allege, formed their jndg- 
ment of insubordination upon Lieutenant Jenkins’s 
“own slatement.”? Insubordination! yet the superior 
makes an apology to the subordinate ! ! 

Is not that a strange insubordination on the part of 
Lieutenant Jenkins, which requires and receives an 
apology from Captain Read, his commanding officer? 

I have, in this review of the proceedings of the 
court, freely, and I trust candidly, examined the facts 
and circumstances. My object has not been to cen- 
sure or condemn farther than it appeared to me ne- 
cessary for the defence of an officer, whose proles- 
sional reputation is dearer to him than life. ‘ As 
due to the service” I solicit a candid perusal, parti- 
cularly by the officers of the Navy. 


JUSTICE. 
— 


PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 














IN SENATE. 
Mospay, January 23, 1837. 


The Cuatr communicated a report fromthe War De- 
partment, made in compliance with the resolutions of 
the 14th and 18th instant, transmitting copies of the cor- 
respondence relative to the campaign under General 
Call in Florida. 

Mr. Lixn presented a memorial from the Legislative 
Assembly of Wisconsin, praying for an appropriation of 
$75,000 for the constructi_n of a road from Fort Harri- 
son to Fort Winnebago, and from Green Bay to Lake 
Michigan ; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, praying for 
an appropriation, to be expended under the direction of 
the Legislative Assembly, for the construction of a road 
from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river ; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, praying for 
the opening of a road from Fort Winnebago to intersect 
the road from Green Bay to Chicago ; 

Also, a memorial from the same souree, praying for 
three thousand stand of arms for the use of said Territory 
in case of Indian wars ; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, praying for 
appropriations for harbors, light-houses, surveys, &c. ; 
hich memorials were appropriately referred. 

On motion of Mr. Benvon, the fortification bill, the 
armory bill, and the bill to increase the ary of the 
United States, were severally postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Thursday week. 


TuurspDAy, Jan. 26. 


The Cuarr presented a communication from the Ad- 
jutant General, transmitting a certain number of copics 
of the Army Register ; which, on motion of Mr. Grun- 
py, was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill from the House to change the title of certain 
officers of the Navy, was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


> of Commerce of the city of New York, praying that some 
of the small vessels of the navy may be employed as re- 
lief ships, during the winter, off the coastuf New York: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Mr. Davis, from the Committce on Naval Affairs, to 
; Which was referred the bill to encourage the employ- 
ment of boys in the naval service, reported the same 
' without amendment. 


Weponespay, Feb. 1. 

Mr. Kewt presented the petition of the Mayor and 
| Council of the city of Baltimore. praying that /a depot 
}may be established at that city for the use of the United 
States revenue cutters: referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce. 
| Mr. Davis, from the sclect committee appointed on the 
subject, reported a bill providing for the appointment of 
| three scientific persons to examine and test the utility of 
|the inventions for preventing the bursting of steam bvil- 
ers; Which was read and ordered toa second reading. 

Tivurspay, Feb. 2. 

Mr. Crayton presented joint resolutions of the Legis- 
jlature of Delaware, instructing their Senators and re- 
| questing their representatives in Congress, to use their 
exertions to obtain the passage of appropriations for ad- 
ditional improvements in the Delaware river, and to 
endeavour to obtain a repeal of the hospital money, ex- 
acted from seamen: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merece. 

Mr. Tomtursson, from the Committee on Pensions, to 
'which had been referred the petition of Mrs. Ann S. 
Heilcman, widow of the late Major Heileman, reported 
a bill for her relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
sceond reading. 

By Mr. Catuoen: 

Resolved, Vhat the Seeretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to report to the Senate as early as practicable, 
‘the aggregate expense of collecting the dutics on the 
jlakes curing the year 1336, including the expense of 
|revenue cuttcrs ; the nettamount of duties collected aud 
the expenditures of the government on the lakes during 

the same period, in constructing harbors, break waters, 
and light-houses, with the current expenses attending 
| the light-houses on the lakes during the year. 

On motion of Mr. Wuirs, the bill for the relief of 
John E, W.wol was taken up and considered as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

Weonespay, Feb. 8. 

The Cuair announced a communication from the War 
Department, transmitting a report from the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, relative to the compensation of 
Indian agents ; and 

Also a communication from the same, transmitting a 
report from the Second Auditor, relative to the trade 
with Indian tribes: and on motion of Mr. Wurre, the 
were severally referred to the Committee on Indian AL 
fairs, and the first was ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States, by Mr. Axprew Jackson, junior, his 
secretary, transmitting a communication from the War 
Department relative to the treaty recently submitted to 
the Senate made with the Sac and Fox Indians. . 

Faripay, Feb. 10. 

Mr. Rives presented the petition of Rover Jones, Ad- 
jutant General of the army of the United States, praying 
for increase Of compensation in proportion to his brevet 
rank : referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Waicur, 

The bill making nema for the support of the 
army for the year 1837, was taken up and considered ag 
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{n Committce of the Whole, and ordered to a third read- 
ing. 
Monpéy, Feb. 13. 

Mr. Waker moved that the Senate take np the reso- 
lution which was submitted by him in the early part of 
the session, relative to acknowledging the independence 
of Texas; and he asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. Benton opposed the motion on the ground that 
the bill to increase the army was entitled to a prefer- 
ence, and would come up, if not kept off by a dgbate in 
relation to Texas; and, afier a briet discussion, 

Mr. WaALKER’s motion was rejected ; yeas 12, nays 31, 

The bill to increase the army of the United States was 
then taken up, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, together with the amendments reported bz the 
Committee on Military Affairs; and the amendments 
being agreed to, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

The bill making appropriations for the support of the 
army for the year 133/, aad for other purposes, was read 
the third time and passed. 

The bill to establish a foundry and armory in the west 
and southwest, and depots for arms in certain states and 
territories; and, after some remarks from Messrs. Ben- 
ToN, Sevier, and Linn, in support of the bill, and from 
Mr. Cacuoun against it, it was ordcred to be engrossed 
for a third reading ; yeas 26, nays 11. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Feb. 13, 1837. 

Mr. Yevt gave notice that, when it should be in or- 
der, he would introduce a bill to amend an act passed 
the last session of Congress, locating or establishing a 
new garrison on the western fronticrs of Arkansas, on 
the Arkansas river. . 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire 
into the expediency of making provision, by law, for 
the erection of a light-house on Sand Island, opposite 
Mobile Point, in Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. Russet, 

Resolved, That the acting Secretary of War be re- 
quested to communicate to this House the report made 
to the department, of the plan for improving the harbor 
at White Hall, in the State of New York, with the map 
accompanying the same. 

On motion of Mr. McKay, a. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Seeretary of War be directed to 
fa nish the House with a detailed statement of the seve- 
ral officers of the army, who, at any time during the 
year 1336, have been einployed on any serviee or busi- 
ness whatever, which separated them from their res- 
pective regiments and corps, in such manner as will 
show the kind of employment; the places where em- 
ployed ; the commencement and termination of such ser- 
Vice ; at whose instance employed; if employed in the 
service of corporate companies or individuals, the same 
to be specified ; and, also, that he state the time which 
each of said officers may have performed military duty 
with his regiment or corps during the last five years. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish the 
House with a list of the captains and lieutenants, who, 
during the year 1836, have sent in their resignations, 
in such manner as will show where and how each were 
employed at the time; and that he specify the dates of 
acceptance ; and also, that he state what officers, if any, 
have tendered their resignations on receiving orders to 
join the regiments or stations, or immediately after hav 
ing first complied with the orders; and, also, the time 
which cach captain and subaltera, so resigned, may have 
served with his company during the last five years. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to | 


furnish this House with a detailed statement, showing, 
according to the monthly returns, the number of com- 
panies of the different corps of the army that have been 
operating during the past year against the Creeks and 
Seminoles, together with the number and grade of com- 
missioned officers that have been performing military 
duty with them. 

On motion of Mr. Guotson, of Mississippi, 

Reso!ved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instracted (o inquire into the expediency of establishing 
adepot of arms in Vicksburg, in the State of Mississippi ; 

and, also, an arsenal at or near Columbia, Mississippi, 








' near the Alabama State line, in pursuance of a memo- 


rial of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, pre- 
sented at the last session of Congress. 


Tuespay, Fcb. 14, 1837. 


Mr. Jarvis, from the Committce on Naval Affairs, 
reported a bill for the payment of certain pensions here- 
tofore paid out of the Privateer Pension Fund: read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. Revwnotps of Illinois, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported the following resolution ; 
which lies over one day for consideration. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
cause surveys and examinations to be made of Allegha- 
ny river, from Pittsburg to Olean; of the Illinois river, 
from its mouth to the termination of the canal; and of 
the Kaskaskia river, from its mouth to Vandalia, the 
seat of Government of the State of Illinois, and report 
the same to Congress, 


ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. Campre cence, from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, moved that the ‘ bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army for the year 1937,”’ returned 
from the Senate with amendments, be committed to the 
Cominittce of the Whole on the State of the Union, 
which was agrecd to. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 


Mr. Camprecena, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill making an appropriation fur the suppression of 
Indian hostilities for the year 1837: read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. Garvanp of Virginia, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported ‘a bill supplementary to an act 
entiled An act for the re-organization of the Depart- 
ment of Indian Affairs, and An act to regulate trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes, and preserve peace 
ou the frontier, (both approved the 30th of June, 1534,) 
and for other purposes: read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Tuomson of Chio, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief ef Anne S. 
licileman: read twice and committed. 

VERMONT MILITIA, 


Mr. Cotes, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported, with an amendment, Senate bill for the pay- 
ment of the Vermont militia, for services at the battle of 
Plattsburgh ; which was committed. 

Mr. Warp, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported, without amendment, the bill from the Senate 
for the relief of the heirs of General William Eaton ; 
which was committed. 

A message from the President of the United States, 
was received, transmitting a copy of the instructions 
prepared under his direction, by the War Department, 
for the commissioners appointed by him, in pursuance of 
the request contained in the resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives on the Ist of July last, to in- 
vestigate the causes of the hostilities then existing with 
the Creek Indians; and, also, copies of the reports, on 
that subject, received from the commissioners. 

The message having been read, was, on motion of Mr, 
Warp, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. E. Wuitttesey, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the memorial of the in- 
habitants of St. Augustine, Florida, praying compensa- 
tion for expenses, &c. on fortifications ; which report 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jarvis, the Committee of Naval 
Affairs were discharged from the memorial of the Bos- 
ton Chamber of Commerce, for vessels to be stationed 
on the Atlantic coast ; also the petition of John R. Jen- 
kins, and the same was referred to the Secretary of the 
Navy. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. Campre cena, the House resolved 
itself into a Committce of the Whole on the State of the 
Union, Mr. Patron in the Chair, for the parpose 0 
proceeding to the considcration of the annual appropria- 
tion bills—that for the naval service being pending. 

ARMY BILL. 

Mr. CamMBRELENG hoped the committee would, before 

proceeding to the navy bill, take up the bill making ap- 
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propriations for the support of the army, and concur in 
the amendments of the Senate to that bill, the principal 
amendment being for the pay of the ‘Tennessee volun- 
teers. He moved that this bill be taken up ; which was 
accordingly done. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Carter and Wuir- 
TLESEY, 

Mr. Graves moved an amendment to the bill appro- 
priating $75,000 for the payment of the expenses of 
the Kentucky volunteers, who were called out under the 
orders of General Gaines, and received into the service 
of the United States, but were immediately discharged. 

Mr. Graves advocated his amendment at some |-ngth, 
and pointed out the obvious injustice there would be in 
drawing any line of distinction between men having 
equal claims upon the gratitude or consideration of the 
country ; and pointed out the identity between the 
Tennessee and Kentucky volunteers. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Jonnson of Tennes- 
sec, E. Wuitttesey, Cuambers of Kentueky, and 
CarTeEk, 

Mr. CarTEr moved an amendment to the amendment 
providing that these voluntcers of ‘Tennessee who were 
called out and mustered at Athens, should be indemni- 
fied by paying them three mouths’ pay. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Frencu, Campre- 
LENG, WuilTTLESEY, and Graves, 

Mr. CLairsorne of Mis. moved the following amend- 
ment of Mr. Graves: ‘And that alike sum of seventy- 
five thousand dollars be appropriated for the payment 
of the Mississippi volunteers.” 

Mr. Waitt esey of Ohio, explained, in reply to Mr. 
CvaiBorNe, that the committee had applicd to the War 
Department, and had received for answer that no re- 
turns or muster rolls had been transmitted to the De- 
partment by the proper officers in Mississippi ; and un- 
til those returns were made, the commitice could not 
act in the case of the Mississippiveluateers. ‘They had 
no data to actupon. The fault was not with the com- 


covered that it was not intend. d to send the frigate for 
exploring purposes, but to aid in making surveys of is- 
lands long since discovered, and, at the saine time, to 
extend protection to our extensive commerce in those 
seas. It was not designed, as he now undersccd the 
matter, to send the frigate to within twenty degrees of 
the boundary of former discoveries. He was happy to 
learn that there was no man, cither in or ont of the de- 
partments, mad enough to think of sending a®frigate to 
explore unknown seas, continents, and islands, near 
the south pole, beyond the latitude of seventy-four de- 
grees, especially as the region of cternal snow com- 
mences at fifty-four degrees. It was also possible, al- 
though he would not say that he apprehended war with 
Mexico, that it might become necessary, in three weeks, 
to send that frigate to the Gulf of Mexico. It wasa 
matter catirely of Executive diseretion. In any event, 
the frigate would be required for the public service, 
and he hoped the little time remaining of the séssion 
would not be wasted in a useless and interminable de- 
bate on the question whether a frigate ought, or ought 
not, to be sent to explore in the hitherto undiscovered 
regions of the south vole. 

On motion of Mr. Pearce, of R.I. the committee 
rose and reported. 
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mittee, but with the State authorities. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. ALrorD, BeLt, | 
CAMBRELENG, WHITTLESEY, CHILTON ALLEN, and 
Lawter. 

Mr. Graves modified his amendment, so as to make 
an appropriation for all volunteers who had turned out 
and been accepted by the Governors of the different 
States, under the call for volunteers by Gen. Gaincs. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. Graves, 
G.iascock, Dawson, Haynes, Duntap, GReNNELL, 
Hotsey and Mercer, 

Mr. Carrer withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Lawcer moved to amend the amendment of Mr. 
Graves, by including the volunteers of Alabama, mus- 
tered at Mount Vernon, in that State. 

Mr. Graves then modified his amendment by insert- 
ing the sum of $100,000, which he thought would cover 
all the amouat necessary. 

Before taking the question, on motion of Mr. Camnre- 
LENG, the bill was laid aside, and the committee re- 
sumed the consideration of the 


NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 
Being the ‘bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1537.” 
The question pending, was the motion of Mr. Jarvis 
to rednce the item for the pay of the officers and sea- 
men of the navy $150,000. 





Mr. J. modified his amendment, by reducing the 
amount $51,118, as that was the difference between the 
cost of sending and not sending a frigate. 

Mr. J. also made a further modification of his amend- 
ment, by adding a proviso to the clause, that nothing 
contained in this, or any other appropriation should be. 
eonsidered as authorizing or approving any increase in 
the Surveying or Exploring Expedition, authorized by 
the act of June, 1536. 

Mr. Ja ivis addressed the House at some length, go- 
ing intu a variety of statements, to show the entire im- 
practicability of sending out a frigate on this expedition, 
All the documents referred to, went to show that ves- 
sels not exceeding two hundred tons, were best calcu- 
Jated to carry through this important expedition. 

Mr. CamBRELENG arose merely to entreat gentlemen 
to abstain, at this period of the session, (when we had 
but a few days to transact the great mass of public bu- 
siness,) from going into a long debate on the propriety 
of sending a frigate on this exploring expedition. After 
&® good deal of exploring on his part, he had at last dis- 


From the Washington Globe, Feb 16. 

The opinion of the President on that part of the 
proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, now sitting at 
Frederick, which relates to the campaign against the 
Creek Indians, is given below. The proceedings of 
the court, in respect to the failure of the cainpaigns 
under Generals Gaines and Scott, against the Semi- 
noles, so far as regards the case of Major General 
Scott, have also been submitted to the President ; but 
we understand that in consequence of the necessary 
connection between the cases of the two commanders, 
the President has suspended his examination of the 
proceedings in respect to Major General Scott, until 
he shall have received the proceedings in the case of 
Major General Gaines, when the whole subject will be 
taken up and disposed of. 

OFFICIAL. 
OPINION OF THE PRESIDENT 
On the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry ordered to 
investigate the causes of the delay in the cumpaign 
against the Creek Indians. 

The President has carefully examined the proceed- 
ings of the Court of Inquiry recently held at the city 
of Frederick, by virtue of orders, No.65 and 68, so. 
far as the same relate to the causes of the delay in 
opening and prosecuting the campaign in Georgia and 
Alabama, against the hostile Creek Indians, in the 
year 1836; and has maturely considered the opinion 
of the court on the part of the subject referred to it. 

The order constituting the court directs it, among 
other things, “to inquire and exainine into the causes 
of the delay in opening and prosecuting the campaign 
in Georgia and Alabama, against the hostile Creek 
Indians, in the year 1836, and into every subject con- 
nected with the military operations in the campaign 
aforesaid ; and atter fully investigating the same, to 
report the facts, together with its opinion on the whole 
subject, for the information of the President.” 

It appears, from the proceedings, that after the tes- 
timony of nine witnesses had been received by the 
court, and after more than one hundred documents 
bearing on the subject had also been produced in evi- 
dence, and after Major General Scott had addressed 
the court on the subject, the court proceeded to pro- 
nounce its opinion, as follows : 

**Upon a careful examination of the abundant tes- 
timony taken in the foregoing case, the court is of 
opinion, that no delay, which it was practicable to 
have avoided, was made by Major Gen. Scott in open- 
ing the campaign against the Creek Indians. Onthe 





contrary, it appears that he took the earliest measures 
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to provide arms, munitions, and provisions, for his 
forces, who were found almost wholly destitute; and 
as soon as arms could be put into the hands of the 
volunteers, they were, in succession, detached and 
placed in position, to prevent the enemy from retiring 
upon Florida, and whence they could move against 
the main body of the enemy, as soon as equipped for 
‘olfensive operations. 

From the testimony of the governor of Georgia, of 
Major General Sandford, commander of the Georgia 
volunteers, and many witnesses of high rank and 
‘standing, who were acquainted with the topography 
of the.country, and the position and strength of the 
enemy, the court is of opinion that the plan of cam- 
paign adopted by Major General Scott, was well cal- 
culated to lead to successful resulis, and that it was 
prosecuted by him, as faras practicable, with zeal and 
ability, until recalied from the command, upon repre- 
sentations made by Major General Jesup, his second 
in command from Fort Mitchell, in a letter bearing 
date the 20th of June, 1836, addressed to F. P. Blair, 
Esq., at Washington, marked * private,” containing 
a request that it might be shown to the President, 
which letter was exposed and bronght to light by the 
dignified and magnanimous act of the President, in 
causing it to be placed on file in the Department of 
War, as an official document, and which forms part of 
these proceedings. (See document No. 214.) Con- 
duct so extraordinary and inexplicable on the part of 
Major General Jesup, in reference to the character of 
said letter, should, in the opinion of the court, be in- 
vestigated.” 

The foregoing opinion is not accompanied by any 

report of the fuels in the case, as required by the order 
constituting the court; on the contrary, the facts are 
left to be gathered from the mass of oral and doen- 
mentary evidence contained in the proceedings; and 
thus a most important part of the duty assigned to the 
court remains unexeented. Had the court stated the 
facts of the case, as established to its satisfaction by 
the evidence before it, the President, on comparing 
such stateinent of fhets found by the court with its 
opinion, would have distinetiy understood the views 
entertained by the conrt with respect to the degree of 
yroinptitade and energy which onght to be displayed 
in acanpaignazainst Indians—a point manifestly in- 
dispensable to a correct appreciation of the opinion, 
and one which the President’s examination of the evi- 
dence has not supplied, inasmuch as be has nomeans 
of knowing whether the conclusions drawn by him 
from the evidence agree with those of the court. 

The opinion of the court is also argumentative, and 
wanting in requisite precision; inasmuch as it states 
that * no delay, which it was practicable to have avoid- 
ed, was made by Major General Scott, in opening the 
campaign against the Creek Indians, &c., &c.;” thus 
leaving it to be inferred, but not distinctly finding, 
that there was some delay, and that it was-made by 
some person other than Major General Scott ; without 
specifying in what such delay consisted, when it 
occurred, how long it continued, nor by whom it was 
occasioned. Had the court found a state of facts as 
required by the order constituting it, the uncertainty 
«now existing in this part of the opinion would have 
been obviated, and the justice of the opinion itself 
readily determined. 

That part of the opinion of the court which animad- 
verts on the letter addressed by Major General Jesup 
to F. P. Blair, Esq , bearing date the 20th June, 1836, 
and which presents the same as a subject demanding 
investigation, appears to the President to be wholly 
unauthorized by the order constituting the court, and 
by which its jurisdiction was confined to an inquiry 
into the causes of the delay in opening and prosecut- 
ing the campaign against the hostile Creeks, and into 
such subjects as were connected with the military 
operations in that campaign. The causes of the re- 
call of Major General Scott from the command, and 
the propriety or impropriety of the conduct of Gen. 








~ 


nF 





Jesup in writing the letter referred to, were not sub- 
mitted to the court as subjects of inquiry. Thecourt 
itself appears to have been of this opinion, inasmuch 
as no notice was given to General Jesup of the pen- 
dency of the proceedings, nor had he any opportunity 
to cross-examine and isterrogate the witnesses ; nor 
to be heard in respect to his conduct in the matter re- 
marked on by the court. 

For the several reasons above assigned, the Presi- 
dent disapproves the opinion of the court, and remits 
to it the proceedings in question, to the end that the 
court may resume the consideration of the evidence ; 
and from the same, and from such further evidence as 
shall be taken, (in case the court shall deem it neces- 
sary to take further evidence,) may ascertain and re- 
port, with distinctness and precision—especially as to 
time, place, distances, and other circumstances—all 
the facts touching the opening and prosecuting of the 
campaign in Georgia and Alabama, against the hostile 
Creek Indians, in the year 1836, and the military 
operations in the said campaign; and touching the 
delay, if any there was, in the opening or Penang 
of said campaign, and the canses of such delay; an 
to the end, also, that the court, whilst confining its 
opinion to the subject-mnatters submitted to i*, may 
fully and distinetly express its opinion on those inat- 
ters for the information of the President, 

The Secretary of War ad inlerim will cause the pro- 
ceedings of the court on the subject of the campaign 
against the Creek Indians, with the documentary evi- 
dence referred to therein, anda copy of the foregoing 
opinion. to be transmitted to Major General Alex- 
ander Macomb, president of the court, for the proper 


action thereon. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
WasuincTon, Feb. 14, 1837. 


SEMINOLE WAR. 


The following letters from Gen. Jesup have been 
handed us for publibation : 


Heap Quarters, ARMY OF THE SouTH, 
Camp Izard, Jan. 17, 1837. 

Sir: The army under iny coinmand has swept the 
swamps of the Ouithlacoochie on the north side, from 
Fort Armstrong, at Dade’s battle ground, to this 
place, and a detachment under Lt. Col. Foster moved 
down the south side to Fort Clinch. The result of 
our operations has been the capture of fifty-two ne- 
groes and three Indians, and the positive knowledge 
that there are no Indians on this river, except small 
parties who are flying through and hiding in the 
swamps, with no other means of subsistence than 
roots, palmetto cabbage, and occasionally indifferent 
beef, 

I moved down to Fort Clinch with the mounted 
men on the 15th, where I met Lt. Col. Foster, and 
learning from a prisoner that the women and children 
with the aged and sick of the Tallahassee and Oge- 
chee Indians, occupy a position in a swamp about 
thirty miles south of Fort Clinch, I detached Lt. Col. 
Foster yesterday, with about four hundred regular 
troops and Georgia volunteers, and a hundred Indian 
warriors, to attack, and, if possible, capture them. 

I have to-day ordered Major McClintock to Fort 
Drane with about eighty regular troops, to take the 
command of that post, and endeavor to drive off the 
small bands of Indians who infest that neighborhood. 

Powell is flying, it appears, with his family and a 
band of not more than three warriors. The-priso- 
ners now say that he has gone to Ocklawaha. 

I shall return immediately to Fort Armstrong, 
where I shall send expeditions into the country, be- 
tween that post and Volusia; and I shall conduct an 
expedition myself against Micanopy, the principal 
chief of the Seminoles, on the head of the Ocklawaha. 

A part of this army has been on this river, active- 
ly engaged in examining its swamps and hammocks; 








since the 17th of last month, they have constructed 
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two forts, and erected bridges over both branches of 
the Ouitblacoochie. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, your obecient servant, 

THOS. 8. JESUP, 
Major General Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. R. Jones, 

‘Adjutant General, Washington city. 


-Heap Quarters, ARMY OF THE SovTH, 
Fort Armstrong, Jan: 21, 1837. 

Sir: I have this moment received, by express 
from Fort Drane, your letter of the 4th instant. I 
shall find Volusia a valuable depot in my future ope- 
rations on the St. Johns and the Ocklawaha, to the 
swamps of which rivers all accounts concur that the 
enemy have retired. The troops have been actively 
employed, but we have accomplished little, except 
obtaining a knowledge of the country, and establish- 
ing a line of po-ts to command it. 

I march at sunrise to-morrow morning for Hapap- 
ka, near the head of the Ockiawana, where Mi- 
canopy, Jumper, Alligator, and other chiefs, are 
said to have concentrated their forces. If we can 
bring thei to action, the war may be soon terminated; 
but the danger is, they will disperse, as the Indians 
on the Ouitilacoochie have. : 

The prisoners say that some division exists in the 
councils of the chiels, and that many of them are 
tired of the war. Aiter showing them that we are 
able to follow them to their most secure retreats, | 
will endeavor to open a communication with thein, 
and offer them peace. 

I have ordered Lieutenant Colonel Fanning to 
move up the St. Johns to Tapikaliga, with the for- 
ces under his command, and as large supplies ef sub- 
sistence and forage as he can transport, to attack the 
chief Philip, and co-operate with me. ; 

Lieutenant Colonel Foster is in pursuit of the Tal- 
lahassees and Ogechees souih of the Quithlaceochie, 
and Major McClintock has been ordered to Fort 
Drane, to secure the depot, and drive the Indians frou 
the adjacent country. - 

Two companies of Dragoons will be employed in 
clearing the country between the St. Johns and the 
Suwannee ; and General Hernandez is charged with 
the delence of the countiy east of the St. Jolins. 

Most respectiully, 
Your obedient servant, 

TH. 8. JESUP, 

Major General Commanding. 
The Hon. B. F. Butrer, 
Secretary of War, Washington City. 

Heap Quarters, ARMy OF THE SouTH, 
Fort Armstrong, Jan. 21, 1837. 

Half past 9 o’clock, P. M. 

Sir: An Indian runner has this moment come in 
from Lt. Colonel Foster’s command, with intelligence 


* of the troops having overtaken a party of hostile In- 


dians and negroes, of which they killed two, and cap- 

tured eleven Indians and nine negrocs ; the remain- 

der escaped. The Indians are represented as desi- 

rous of peace, and I have directed Lt. Col. Foster to 

send one of the prisoners to invite them to come in. 

I march to-morrow morning at sunrise to the head 
of the Ocklawaha. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant. 
TH. 8. JESUP, 
Major General Comixanding: 


Brig. Gen. R. Jones, : : 
Adjuiant General, Washington cily. 





To the Editor of the Richmond nquirer. 
The communication of your Washington correspon- 
dent touching the merit and services of Capt. Thomas 
Ap. Catesby Jones, has just met my eye. Noone 





may doubt that praise so honorably won, should be 
pleasing to the mind of every American citizen. To 
have his deeds of bravery remembered, isto the warrior 
his solace and glory. While I was, therefore, grati- 
fied in perusing in your columns a just encomium on 
Captain Jones, I confess myself disappointed in not 
being able to learn either fiom the official description 
of the battle between the gunboats and the British 
barges, or from the recent correspondence between 
Capt. Jones and Lieut. Slidell, (in whieh reference 
is made to the capture of the former,) who were thé 
several gallant commanders who so largely partici- 
pated in the glory and sufferings of that day. It is 
true, that an imperfect enomeration of the nuinber of 
guns, men, and commanders of the fictilla, is sub- 
joined to the official letter ; but even in that, as in the 
latter, the name of at least one brave officer, still 
living, is entirely omitted; although in the official 
letter the boat he commanded js mentioned by its 
number, as having continued the action long after the 
capture of Capt. Jones’ boat, and as having been the 
lust to surrender tothe enemy! Capt. Jones is knowe 
to have been the senior officer in command ; but 
should it: ot be known, let me ask, who were the men 
and what was done with them, who seconded him in 
that sanguinary fight? Are they dead and forgotten, 
or do they live to feel how evanescent is that glory 
for which they perilled fife? They lire—and if (from 
not being named in the official description of the bat- 
tle) they are unknown tothe great body of the people, 
they are recognised, at least, in the several commu- 
nities in which they res de, by the mutilations and 
wounds obtained in that contest. Save Uliick, they 
live; he, worn by climate and bardship, sunk filteen 
years since into that grave, for which he bravely eon- 
tended with the British barges. Ferris is nowa lieu- 
tenant in the navy, promoted from a sailing master, 
so late as 1852, and respectable from his gray hairs, 
his exemplary conduct, and for his bravery in the 
battle. Spedden, who in the conflict lost one arm 
and was wounded in the other, but who refused to be 
taken below. and actnally commanded sitting, when 
from loss of bleod unable to stand, now fills a civil 
office at New Orleans. The people who had wit- 
zesced his courage and mutilaiion stepped forward 
in his behalf. and generously secured to this noble 
«“ sheer hulk” that competency which his lieutenant’s 
commission denied hii. 

McKeever, who fonght longest, and was the last to 
strike to the overwhelming force, but whose name 
neither appears in the official lelier nor the subjoined 
list (as printed) is amaster commandant in the navy ; 
he too was wounded, but maintained his post on the 
quarter deck, long alter victory had declared for the 
enemy. Shall we not remember the name and deeds 
of those gallant men, who now appear as leaders in 
the «forlorn hope,” and while a wreath is twined for 
Jones, shall it not be enlarged to compass the brows 
of his brave colleagues in command? CANBY. 





ArsEnaL.—We learn from the Fayetteville (N.C.) 
Observer, that the construction of a new arsenal in 
that town has been actively commenced, and that a 
large number of workmen have been engaged, who 
os expected to complete the work in about four 
years. The site chosen is Haymount, at the top of 
Hay-street, about a mile from the town-house, and 
three miles from the bridge. , 

It will consist of about twenty-five buildings of all 
sizes, disposed upon the sides of a square five hundred 
feet in extent, and connected by a brick wall; the 
great house of deposite for the stores, occupying the 
centre of the square. The disbursement in the pro- 
gress of the works will be from 75,000 to 100,000 dol- 
lars per annum until finished. It is tobe not only an 
arsenal, or place for the deposite of warlike imple- 
ments and munitions, but also the great place of con- 
struction for the south, and therefore of much greater 
magnitude than any arsenal in the country. 
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Frencu Exerorinc Exeepition.—The Charte 
gives this account of the destination of a frigate fitting 
out at Brest:—* The Venus frigate, Capt. Dupetit 
Thouars, will shortly sail from Brest on a voy- 
age of discovery. ‘The increasing importance at- 
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TRANSPORTATION OF STORES. 
Navy Commissioners’ OFFICE, 
February, 1537. 

ROPOSALS, scaled and endorsed, will be received 
at this office, until three o’clock P. M. of the 25th 
- i oe instant, for the transportation of provisions and stores to 
tached to the whale fishery, and the desire of advan-| Mahon, to Rio de Janeiro, and to Valparaiso and Lima, 
cing the interests of commerce generally have in-| if required to proceed to the latter port by the command- 
duced the Government to send the vessel to visit the | ing naval officer, or the United States agent at Valpa- 
different seas frequented by the whalers. The prin- | _— . ; , 
cipal object of her voyage will be to afford protection! The shipment to Mahon (including two anchors o 
ps ships; to maintain discipline among their | about 25ewt. each, and some lumber) will be made from 
often refractory crews, and in fact, to further the in- the navy yard, Gosport, Virginia, in one or two vessels, 
terest of that branch of industry by every means in| # the option of the board, and will be in quantity | or 
their power. The Venus will visit the north-west | bulk equal to about six thousand seven hundred barrels ; 

» P “hang r |of which about four-tenths are wet barrels, and the resi- 
coasts of America, in order to protect French trade, due in dry barrels or measurement goods. 
which begins to extend itself in that quarter, but | ‘The shipment to Rio de Janeiro will be made from the 
where men-of-war seldom make their appearance. | navy yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts, and will be in 
Thence she will proceed to the Aleutian Islands, and | qnantity or bulk equal-to about one thousand five hun- 
make ashortstay at Kamtschatka. In addition to the dred barrels; of which about seven sixteenths are wet 
support which the captain will be called on to give to barrels, and the residue are dry barrels or measurement 
our commercial interests, he will employ himself in| goods. : : : : 
acquiring such information as may be useful to the | Phe shipment to pennies “> Lima will be made 
ends of science and to hydrography. An hydrographic | from the navy yard, rooklyn, New York, and will be 

. ; it ore Fee 4 “| in quantity or bulk equal to about four thousand four 
engineer is to embark on board the Venus, who will 


3 eee “ot Seal sai | hundred barrels ; ef which about three-fourths are wet 
be specially employed in making nautical observa — parrels, and the residue are dry barrels or measurement 
tions and graphie works, to improve the charts now in goods, 














our collections, and to add new ones.” | The vessels offered must be able to carry the full 
STRESS === amount of freight destined for the plaees for which they 
ARMY are offercd. The capacity in barrels of each vessel 


| offered must be specified, and their names and the place 
aa | Where they are then lying; and if they should prove in- 
SPECIAL ORDERS. sufficient to carry the full quantity for which they are 

Jan. 3. Surreon H. A. Stinnecke, to Florida; and offered, ten per cent to be deducted from the price, pay- 
Surgeon A. W. Elwes, as soon as his health will permit, able to ihe charter party, to cover the injury to the 
for duty with the 2d regiment of dragoonsin Florida, | United States, but no freight to be paid beyond the 

Jan. 21. Ass’t. Surgeon L. ©. MePhail to relieve | amount duc for articles which may be actually carried. 
Ass’t. Surgeon J. Eaton at Fort Mitchell, and the latter, The rate or standing at the insurance offices must be 
to repair to Fort Trumbull. stated, and no vessel will be accepted, until satisfactory 

Feb. 9. Capt. R. D. C. Collins, 4th Infy., assigned to reports shall be received of their capacity and character, 





temporary Indian duty. after surveys by order of the commissioners of the navy 
Feb. 11. Lt. Col. S. Burbank, Sth Infy., assigned to shall be made. F 
duty as superintendent of the Recruiting service, E.D;) The vessels taken up for the respective voyages must, 


and Col. E. Cutler, 4th Iafy.to join his regiment as Tespeectively, be at the navy yard, Gosport, Virginia, by 
goun as relieved. ea the fifteenth day of March next, and at the navy yards, 
Lieut. C. B. Chalmers, Ist Arty. relieved from Ord- | Charlestown, Massachusetts, and Brooklyn, New York, 
nance duty, and assigned to duty at St. Augustine, onac- | by the 20th day of Marchnext, ready to commence load- 
count of ill health ‘ x ing, when the cargoes must be taken on board promptly, 
Feb. 14. Capts. J. Bradley, 2d Infy. and P. Morrison, aud without any avoidable delay ; and they may be de- 
4th Infy. members of the general court martial ordered livered from the tackles of the vessels at the respective 
to convene at Savannah on the 3lst March. | places of delivery. : 
Jan. 25. Lieut. R. H. K. Whitely to the command of Tie offers must specify the price asked for all barrels 
the Augusta arsenal, Geo. }round, without Ciscrimination of wet or dry barrels, or 
—_ /measurement goods ; and also the price asked per ton of 
NAVY. | two thousand pounds for the anchors to Mahon; five and 
'a half cubic feet of measurement goods, and thirty gal- 
ORDERS _lons to the gauge of all casks not usually called barrels, 
es | whatever they may contain, to be considered as barrels. 
Feb. 2—Mid. E. G. Parrott, Naval School, New York.| No primage will be allowed, nor must any be asked in 
4—Mid. W. D. Hurst, Naval School, New York. | the proposals. 
6—Licut. O. Barns, Mediterraiean squadron. | ‘The freight money will be paid in the United States 
Sailmaker 8S. B. Banister, frigate Macedonian. |by the respective navy agents near the navy yards, 
Sailmaker James Davis, Navy Yard, Boston. | whence the shipments shall have been made, or at such 
7—Liecut. John Kelly, detached from ship Boston. | other place as shall be direeted, on certificates of the 
8—Mid. W.R. Gardner, Naval School, Norfolk. | safe delivery of the respective cargocs, agreeably to the 
10—Mid. J. D. Johnston, do do. bills of lading, signed by the United States navy store- 
15—Asst. Sur. G. W. Peete, Ordinary, do. keeper, or the senior naval officer present at the places 
MARINE CORPS. | of delivery, being exhibited to the navy agents respee- 
ResigNation.—Scecond Licut. W. M. McArdle, Ist | tively. 
February, 1837. | Fifteen lay days to be allowed, exclusive of Sundays 
—- TE _and holidays, at Port Mahon and Rio de Janeiro, and at 
DEATHS. each of the ports of Valparaiso and Lima, should both 
ports be used. 
* And the offers must specify the rate of demurrage to be 
demanded in case of greater detention. 
Feb. 16—td 























In Boston, on the 8th instant, Mrs. ELIZABETH 
WHITE, aged 51, wife of Lieut. Jonn Wurtre, of the 
U.S. navy. 





At Crittenden, Illinois, Mr. JOHN PATTERSON, | JOHN SMITH, (LATE OF WEST POINT. ) 


Boatswain U. S. navy. 

At Bangor, Maine, on the 27th ultimo, Mrs. MARY 
8. wife of Captain Cuartes Tuomas, of the U. S. 
Army, formerly of Philadelphia. 

At Cincinnati, on the 15th ult. after 24 hours illness, 
G. E. PATTERSON, Eszqr., son of Com. Patterson, 


OF ge de his thanks to the Officers of the Army fo 
. their long and liberal patronage, and having com 
menced business at No. 85, Maiden Lane, New York, 
will be happy to receive their orders. 

{> His place of business being changed, all outstand- 
ing debts are particularly requested to be settled. 





of the U.S. Navy. 


April 14—ly* 
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